Rate and Fee Study

Groundwater Sustainability Agency
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA) is the 2014 law requiring local Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to form in
California’s high and medium priority groundwater
basins and requiring GSAs to develop and
implement Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs).
The Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainable
Agency (GSA) is a public agency formed to locally
and sustainably manage groundwater in the
Petaluma Valley groundwater basin. The agency
was formed in June 2017 and has a Board of
Directors, an Advisory Committee and an
administrator. More information is available at
PetalumaValleyGroundwater.org.
The GSA Board unanimously approved the GSP for
the basin in December 2021. The GSP, largely grantfunded and completed over two years, was required
to be submitted as part of the SGMA for the purpose
of assessing the conditions of the groundwater
basin, analyzing the basin’s sustainability over a 50year period, and identifying projects and actions
needed to ensure the basin is sustainable by 2042.

WHAT’S THE FEE STUDY TIMELINE?
In fall 2021, the fee consultants, SCI Consulting
and Larry Walker Associates, gathered data
and looked at other GSAs across state for
funding ideas and options. In January and
February, the fee consultants met with the
Board and Advisory Committee.
Public meetings will be held in March and May,
along with further meetings with the Board and
Advisory Committee where the options will be
narrowed and refined. It is anticipated that a
funding plan will be identified and possibly
adopted in May or June.

IF GSA CAN’T FUND, WHAT HAPPENS?
If the GSA can’t fund GSP implementation the
State may intervene to directly manage
groundwater, assess fees, require metering and
potentially impose pumping restrictions.
Beneﬁts of GSA management:
Better understanding of local water uses
and users
Support of current and future land and
water uses without signiﬁcant restrictions
Support of voluntary conservation efforts
Reduces the likelihood of pumping
restrictions

PetalumaValleyGroundwater.org
HOW WILL WE PAY FOR THE GSP?
Since 2017, state grants and member (public)
agencies have paid for the costs of preparing
the GSP, new monitoring wells, modeling,
outreach and administration. In fall 2021, the GSA
embarked on a Fee Study to determine the best
options for funding GSP implementation. The
California Constitution, state law and past court
decisions limit the GSA’s funding opportunities.
Generally, funding could come from:
Grants
Contributions from member agencies
A fee on groundwater users
A fee on well owners
An assessment on everyone who benefits
from groundwater
A parcel tax paid by property owners in the
basin
A combination of the above
The Fee Study will consider all of these sources
and discuss them with the GSA Board, advisory
committee and public at meetings and
workshops held February through June 2022.

THE COST OF GROUNDWATER
MANAGEMENT
SGMA is an unfunded law, so GSP
implementation costs are borne by local
landowners and groundwater users.
Costs are associated with:
Maintaining a groundwater database
management system
Monitoring and improving the monitoring
network
Annual reporting
Response to Department of Water
Resources review
Evaluation and assessment of the GSP on
ﬁve-year intervals
Filling data gaps and improving the
groundwater model
Overseeing and coordinating Projects
Public outreach
GSA administration

WHAT INFORMATION WILL THE
FEE STUDY USE?

The Fee Study projected GSA’s expenses based
on current budget and estimated GSP
implementation costs.
The Fee Study will also look at groundwater
usage, based on the best available
information:
Agricultural: Local land-use data and
Department of Water Resources crop wateruse estimates, adjusted for local conditions
in consultation with agriculture and industry
experts
Rural residential users: Studies of rural
domestic water use and information from
rural mutual water companies
Commercial and industrial water users:
Metered data if available, county water use
data or industry estimates
Municipal water suppliers, including mutual
water districts and companies: Metered
groundwater use

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
A virtual public meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 30 at 5:30 p.m. where you
can learn more about the funding options and
provide feedback. You can join by going to
PetalumaValleyGroundwater.org
An in-person public meeting will be held on
May 12. Materials for both meetings will be
posted on the website.
PetalumaValleyGroundwater.org is the best
place to find updates and additional
information.

