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Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Community Meeting – October 7, 2021 

Questions and Answers 

1. What is the status of planned monitoring wells and are they being monitored now?
We do have a monitoring network in the Petaluma Valley Basin, there is a total of about 11 that
we call Representative Monitoring Point wells.

2. After diversions "stopped" how much actually stopped? What fines were applied to those not
complying?
The State Water Resources Control Board stated yesterday that they have ~76% compliance.
They just sent out 460 notices of violation and have conducted over 160 inspections.
The City of Petaluma is doing daily water waste patrolling throughout the City during the
drought. These patrols enforce on use of potable water supplied by the City, not groundwater.

3. Many homes in richer areas have very green lawns still. Do we have a water patrol checking
and writing citations?
Water contractors are solely responsible for policies concerning their customers. The Water
Shortage Contingency Plan is a product of the contractors.

4. What are the limitations to increasing groundwater recharge and can recycled water be used?
In general, there are opportunities for increasing recharge using either local surface
water supplies and/or potentially imported surface water from the Russian River. There are
studies needed to assess the feasibility of those types of projects. There are quite a few hurdles
in terms of water quality and monitoring requirements that are associated with that. Our
approach is to look at the lower hanging fruit use of recycled water for irrigation to offset
groundwater use, which provides the same benefit in terms of reducing groundwater use in the
basin.

5. I have heard San Diego and LA areas have water use that are only down 2% from last year. Is
the state going to do more to get water use reduction? Has this any relation to Petaluma
watershed?
Our water supply is not connected to the California Water Project so there is no relation
between Petaluma and LA from a water supply perspective.

6. I was on a small organic farm near Helen Putnam this week and they are trucking water in
nowhere near the quantity they need. Redwoods close to the house are suffering from
drought. How can we help those in rural area needing more water?
The Todd Road well which went live today provides critical non-Russian River watershed water
into the system, allowing water hauling to continue and will not adversely hurt Petaluma in
complying with the Water Shortage Contingency Plan.  Todd Road can produce up to 1.4M
gallons per day.
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7. Why is basin not the same shape as the watershed? Many if not most wells are outside the
basin.
The Basin is defined by the California Department of Water Resources based primarily on the
surficial geology.  For the purposes of analyzing conditions in the basin in the Plan we have
included data and monitoring from areas within the larger watershed that contributes to the
basin.

8. This is year two of severe drought. What will happen if this draws out to four or more years?
If the drought persists another 2 years, I foresee additional and more stringent water use
restrictions for urban, rural, and agricultural users. In addition, more groundwater pumping
where appropriate, is likely and a more aggressive and expedited effort to recharge winter
water into our aquifers.  We have conducted evaluations from 1908 to 2017 and have found in
every year, even the driest, there is winter runoff flow that could be utilized for beneficial use.
Recycled water for agriculture will also continue to be expanded.  Longer term, we are working
to add flexibility to US Corps of Engineers reservoir operations to be more adaptive to drought
conditions.  It possible that Marin may look (again) at the viability of desalination to support
their supplies.

9. Is desalination within the scope of the GSA?
The GSP does not contemplate desalination in the implementation of projects and management
actions. From a drought response, desalination has been considered in Marin County. It is not
being considered by the Groundwater Sustainability Agency or for the Petaluma area. We see
water management strategies as much more feasible, but we keep a list of possible projects for
down the road.

10. Is the basin sustainable?
Sustainability is locally defined. The Advisory Committee, Board, and staff spent the last 18
months defining sustainability for the six indicators and how the sustainability indicators will be
measured. It's really the measurements of the sustainability indicators, through the monitoring
networks that we've defined in the Plan, that determine whether where we're achieving
sustainability. Another really important tool that we have in this basin is what's known as the
water budget, and we have a computer model that has been developed by the USGS that we've
adapted to use for this groundwater sustainability plan to provide us an accounting of how
much water is going into the basin and how much water is coming out of the basin on average
over long periods of time. You can think of it like a bank account. One thing that's important to
remember is that this groundwater sustainability plan is really a starting point for sustainable
groundwater in Petaluma Valley. And an important part of that is developing better information,
so that we can make better decisions in the future. This water budget is an important tool for us
to do that.

11. How can Petaluma Valley maintain our sustainability through 2042?
By addressing what types of projects, we might want to consider - how can we improve, be
prepared for contingencies, and improve the resiliency that addresses our existing data gaps and
uncertainty related to future climate.

• purple pipe for delivering recycled water
• water use efficiency projects
• stormwater detention
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• storm water capture recharge projects
• consideration of potential management or policy options utilizing authorities that the

GSA is provided by the state

The GSP includes projects and management actions such as: a voluntary reduction of 
groundwater pumping by providing well owners groundwater users tools including turf removal, 
higher efficiency toilet rebates, and leveraging and supporting expansion of agricultural best 
management practices. Other opportunities are recycled water expansion projects, aquifer 
storage and recovery, stormwater capture and recharge, and studying potential policy options 
should they be needed if these projects and management actions are determined not to be 
feasible for the basin or are not doing the job in terms of maintaining sustainability. 

12. Is there a summary of proposed projects?
The highest-level summary would be in the Executive Summary section of the Plan and then
more detail is provided in Section Six (projects, and management actions) and Section Seven,
which describes the initial five-year plan for implementing those projects and for further
studying, as applicable.

13. I am concerned about the number of vineyards and potential impacts on biological systems
and fish populations.
There are a lot of agencies involved, including the National Marine Fisheries Service Department
and California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Sonoma Water and other agencies evaluate the
health of salmon and other species. We'd be happy to follow up on it, but it is a focus of many
agencies. You can visit our website https://www.sonomawater.org/biological-opinion , which
has a lot of information on the work that's been done on the Russian River basin and watershed
to ensure compliance with the Endangered Species Act.

One thing that we didn't cover in much detail today is that the Plan and SGMA require the GSA
consider what are known as groundwater dependent ecosystems in their plans.
We had a work group that included many local agencies, experts, and fish agencies, to help us
map those features within the basin and we identified streams that have some of those priority
species. The connection between surface water and groundwater is identified as a significant
data gap in terms of the potential for groundwater pumping (including vineyards) to impact
those ecosystems. It is something that we developed plans to further assess and study and then
also better monitor as part of the early stages of implementing the groundwater sustainability
plan so that we can get more information.

It is important to note that few vineyards in Petaluma Valley rely heavily on groundwater for
grape production.

14. I get concerned that too many vineyards are making it impossible for salmon. Is this true?
https://www.sonomawater.org/biological-opinion

15. What are the opportunities for public review and comment?
Local public review started on October 1 and runs through the 31st of this month. The GSA Board
will meet virtually for official public comments on October 28 at 4 p.m., and there will be a
public hearing on the full GSP document on December 8 at 5:30 p.m. Once the plan is complete,
it will be sent to the California Department of Water Resources in January, and there will also be

https://www.sonomawater.org/biological-opinion
https://www.sonomawater.org/biological-opinion
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a 75-day public review period at that time. Comments can be provided 1) online at 
https://petalumavalleygroundwater.org/gsp/, 2) verbally at the public hearing of the GSA Board 
on Thursday, October 28. 

16. What's the time frame to provide written comments?
October 31, 2021, 5pm.

17. How many participants attended today?
Between 25 and 35 people attended at various times during the meeting.

18. Will this presentation be available in a video format?
No, but the PowerPoint presentation and meeting notes will be available.

https://petalumavalleygroundwater.org/gsp/

