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Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Board Meeting / Public Hearing 

Meeting Minutes 

December 8, 2021 | 5:30 p.m. 
http://www.petalumavalleygroundwater.org 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Rabbitt called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. and roll call was conducted by Ann DuBay, 
Administrator. Chair Rabbitt and Directors Abelli-Amen, Gorin, and Healy were present. Director 
Wasem joined at 5:35 p.m. 

2. Consider Emergency Resolution 005-2021

Director Rabbitt explained that Governor Newsom’s Executive Order for Emergency Meetings expired 
on September 30th. Since then, if the Board meets virtually, it needs to declare an emergency and pass 
a resolution which lasts for 30 days. The Board needs to pass Resolution 005-2021 to allow this 
meeting and the Public Hearing to take place remotely. 

Director Abelli-Amen moved to approve Emergency Resolution 005-2021 as presented, Director 
Healy seconded. Motion passed unanimously 4-0-1. (Director Wasem was absent). 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Healy – aye 
Director Abelli-Amen – aye 
Director Wasem – absent 
Director Rabbitt - aye 

3. Consent Calendar

a. Approve Meeting Minutes of October 28, 2021
b. Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report
c. Approve Year-to-Date Member Agency Contributions
d. Approve contract amendment for audit services to add funds and extend time

Board Questions/Comments 
Director Rabbitt – Regarding Item 3D, is the $6,000 in addition to money set aside for the audit or is 
this the audit total? 

Ann DuBay – We have $6,000 in the budget for the audit for the fiscal year that ended in June 
2021, but the contract itself does not include this audit so, we need to extend the contract to 
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include the audit and $6,000. The Board can decide in February if they wish to do a new Request 
for Proposal for auditing services. 

No public comment. 

Director Gorin moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, Director Wasem seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously 5-0-0. 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Healy– aye 
Director Abelli-Amen – aye 
Director Wasem – aye 
Director Rabbitt – aye 

4. Directors/Subcommittee Report

Rural Community Engagement 
Director Wasem said they are waiting for the final report from SCI, the consultant. The report will 
include a decision on potential funding options based on what SCI learned from their surveys in the 
focus groups. The report, which will be available by February, should provide context for how we 
arrived at a fee rate.  

Rate and Fee Study 
Director Healy said the liaisons from the three Sonoma County groundwater sustainability agencies 
met virtually with the rate and fee consultants some days ago. There will be a comprehensive 
discussion and report in February about our options. 

No public comment. 

5. Advisory Committee Report

Heidi Bauer, Petaluma Valley Advisory Committee Chair confirmed the Advisory Committee (AC) 
supports the Groundwater Sustainability Plan. All, but one member, support the document and one 
member would like to see the final Plan before fully supporting it. Staff will be reaching out to the one 
member who doesn’t currently support the Plan to find out what more is needed. Bauer said she 
appreciated the overall process, it was transparent. She noted it was a lot of work and challenging at 
times, there was loads of science and technical information to review, but staff did an amazing job 
making it as clear as possible. The document is a living document, it will change with new data and 
information. Bauer appreciates the Board supporting the Advisory Committee; the Advisory 
Committee will continue to work on this. Thank you to the Board for your guidance. 

Director Rabbitt – Thank you for your work and collaboration. 
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6. Public Hearing to Consider Adoption and Submission of the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Petaluma Valley Basin to comply with the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)

Background: This hearing is to consider the adoption of a GSP covering the Petaluma Valley Basin 
(DWR Bulletin 118, Groundwater Basin 2-001) pursuant to SGMA. (Cal. Water Code sections 10720-
10737.8 et seq.) SGMA authorizes a local agency overlying a groundwater basin to serve as a 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for that Basin. The Petaluma Valley GSA (PVGSA) overlies all 
portions of Basin 2-001 to sustainably manage the groundwater resources of the Basin. On June 22, 
2017 the PVGSA became a GSA for all portions of Basin 2-001 in order to sustainably manage the 
groundwater resources of the Basin. SGMA further authorizes a GSA to adopt and implement a GSP. A 
GSP has been developed and is available for download at PetalumaValleyGroundwater.org. 
Development of the GSP included over 60 public meetings, input from an advisory committee, and 
outreach to stakeholders, disadvantaged communities, environmental organizations, rural well 
owners, and local governments. 

Director Rabbitt opened the Public Hearing at 5:45 p.m. 

Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, provided an overview and background on SGMA, as well as the GSP 
requirements and development. 

Marcus Trotta, technical staff, presented the timeline of the development of the Plan and listed the 
sections of the Plan by number and title. He recapped that the sustainability goal is to adaptively and 
sustainably manage, protect, and enhance groundwater resources, while allowing for reasonable, and 
managed growth. Trotta then provided an overview of the key components of the first five years of 
GSP implementation. Lastly, he covered next steps for GSP finalization. 

Board Questions/Comments 
Director Abelli-Amen – You said that as you continue to collect data, you will be updating the 
groundwater model. How often will you be updating it? Once for each five-year update? Or will it be a 
rolling update? 

Marcus Trotta – The focus of the updates would be to rerun our 50-year projected scenarios for 
the five-year Plan update. We will be collecting data and developing data sets for the model and 
doing some testing periodically over the next five-year period. We wouldn’t be doing any 
recalibration more than once every five years. Our plan for updating the model is included in the 
Section 7 appendix. 

Director Wasem – Could you share what is happening at the State Water Board level – how many 
Plans have been submitted and how many rejected? 

Jay Jasperse – There are approximately 20 critically over-drafted basins that had to submit their 
plans two years ago. The three outcomes are: 1) approved, 2) conditionally approved with some 
changes, and 3) needs more work – a consultation is needed to come up with a correction plan. 
The GSAs have six months to correct their Plans. About half of the Plans submitted were 
approved. 
Holly Roberson, Legal Counsel – DWR will ask the GSA how long they need to correct their Plan, 
and together will decide on timing. The GSAs have up to 180 days (six months). 
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Public Questions/Comments 
Ray Peterson – Thank you for all the effort put into this. I live on Gossage Avenue in the Jesse Lane 
Creek watershed area. I provided input to the Advisory Committee in the ‘early’ days. There are three 
wells constructed in the early 1900’s; they have all gone dry. The last neighbor that dug a well two 
weeks ago had to go down 300 feet. The evidence is that our water table has gone down over 100 
feet in less than 100 years. I don’t see this recognized in the Plan and I am concerned that we don’t 
acknowledge that there is a dwindling resource. I also don’t understand why one recommendation in 
the Plan isn’t to stop all development. I find it unconscionable to invite people to move into an area 
that doesn’t have enough water for the existing population. 

Stephen Schulte – I appreciate you looking into this. How much effort have you put into the cause and 
effect of what is happening to the water supply – population is one of them? Are you looking into 
illegal people living here? I am concerned that government agencies throw money at something trying 
to fix a problem without really looking at the root cause. I want to know how much research you have 
done looking at how many places we have water that's stored for a few years. I have been here for 
almost 40 years, there has always been an issue of occasional droughts. I would like to see the cause 
and effect, the reasons for this happening. Do you have any input on how much information you have 
on this? 

Barbara Jean Veronda – I have concerns about the development coming in from the north (Rohnert 
Park). I agree with Mr. Peterson. How can we have more development and more people given the 
water situation we are in? 

Marcus Trotta provided a very short synopsis of Section 3 of the GSP/water budget: SGMA 
requires us to develop a water budget for the basin. The budget includes input from rainfall 
recharge from outside the basin to look at the overall balance – how much water is going in, how 
much is going out, this for both the historical and current water budget periods. Additionally, 
SGMA requires us to look 50 years out. We worked with various climate projections and 
practitioners, so the model does account for future growth. There is uncertainty going out 50 
years; the model will be revised as needed. Our water budget shows the basin is largely in 
balance. Any model is only as good as data you put into it. This basin lacks data, we have some 
areas where we see wells with declining trends, but it isn’t extensive throughout the basin. It 
would be great to get any additional information and I would be happy to follow up with Mr. 
Peterson. 

Jay Jasperse – I will add that a significant part of the water balance considers the import of 
Russian River water. The development in the City of Petaluma is largely supported by imports of 
water from the Russian River, most of its water supply is not from groundwater. 

Roxanne Gudebrod – I am very concerned about the proliferation of medicinal marijuana farms. How 
much of an impact will the farms have on our water resources? Is this something that will be included 
in the GSP for consideration? I am equally concerned about the constant construction of new housing. 

Director Rabbitt – On the cannabis side, the farms require a Use Permit and are required to 
submit hydrological information.  
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Board Questions/Comments 
Director Healy – Do you have any data on the Gossage area neighborhood? Are there any monitoring 
wells or historical data so we can address it? I think we should. 

Trotta – The City of Petaluma has some wells near that area that we can look at. Additionally, I 
believe one of the wells that we are planning to install with the grant funding is proposed to be in 
that general area, and that would provide additional data.  

Director Rabbitt – As Mr. Peterson said, there are many residences that were all built about the same 
era with the same depth wells. That might be a good place to pinpoint some additional information so 
that we can help the greatest number of people as possible and get information for the overall 
aquifer. 

Director Wasem – I was just at a meeting this week where ag was discussing various challenges they 
are facing in the Sonoma and Petaluma Valley basins. We talked with about 20 grape growers and 
very few of them use groundwater. I want it to be known that Jackson Family Wines uses very little, if 
any groundwater in that area. The ag community is working hard on a farm plan to address the 
challenges around groundwater. We have been working with the State Water Board on drought 
initiatives around agriculture. A lot of the people who own farms or ranches in the Petaluma Valley 
basin are willing to work with our group in terms of finding monitoring sites for groundwater levels. 

Director Abelli-Amen – I want to touch on the historic declines and the 100-year perspective. Our 
charge with SGMA starts with a baseline of 2015. I think we should make it clear that we aren’t trying 
to restore water levels of 100 years ago. Also, that perspective underlines the importance and the 
value of what we're doing. The declines have been happening over decades in that area, and there 
was no regulation or management, so that's where we ended up with wells going dry. Hopefully, we 
will do better in the future. 

Director Rabbitt – A key tenet of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan is adaptive management. It 
is iterative and will change as we get more information. This report is probably the most detailed 
information about the basin to-date. 

Director Rabbitt closed the Public Hearing at 6:43 p.m. 

7. Public Hearing Action Item:
a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan: Consider and vote on adoption of Resolution 006-2021

to adopt the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Petaluma Valley Basin and
authorize the Plan Manager and Agency Administrator to submit the GSP to the California
Department of Water Resources

No public comment. 

Director Healy moved to approve Resolution 006-2021 to adopt the Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
for the Petaluma Valley Basin and authorize the Plan Manager and Agency Administrator to submit 
the GSP to the California Department of Water Resources, Director Wasem seconded. The Plan was 
adopted unanimously as presented 5-0-0.  
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Roll call Vote: 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Healy– aye 
Director Abelli-Amen – aye 
Director Wasem – aye 
Director Rabbitt – aye 

8. Information Items

None. 

9. Legal Counsel, Plan Manager and Administrative Report

The Plan and Administrative report is in the packet. 

Ann DuBay mentioned that staff received a request earlier in the week after the packet was 
completed, from the City of Petaluma for support for the drought resiliency grant dollars to do a 
feasibility study of aquifer storage and recovery, which would be in line with the Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan that was just approved. Per Board policy it couldn't be included in the packet as it 
was too late, but we reached out to Chair Rabbitt and Vice-Chair Abelli-Amen and they both 
approved the letter. As such, we'll be sending a letter on your behalf to DWR tomorrow.  

No questions or public comment. 

10. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the Board

No public comment. 

11. Adjournment

Director Rabbitt thanked everyone for attending and mentioned his appreciation of the staff, the 
advisory committee, and the public participation. He confirmed the next Board meeting is on 
February 24 at 4:00 p.m. He wished everyone a good, relaxing, and wet, holiday season. The meeting 
adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 

Meeting Attendees 
Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager 
Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff 
Nathan Baskett, Technical Staff 
Andrea Rodriguez, Outreach Staff 
Holly Roberson, Legal Counsel 
Simone Peters, Administrative Aide (recording meeting minutes) 
Chelsea Thompson, City of Petaluma 
Gina Benedetti-Petnic, Public Works & Utilities, City of Petaluma 
Heidi Bauer, Petaluma Valley GSA Advisory Committee Chair 
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Andy Rodgers, Petaluma Valley GSA Advisory Committee Member 
Clayton Engstrom, Petaluma Valley GSA Advisory Committee Member 
Eugene Camozzi, Petaluma Valley GSA Advisory Committee Member 
Gary Mickelson, Petaluma Valley GSA Advisory Committee Member 
Bob Anderson, Santa Rosa Plain GSA Advisory Committee Chair 
Valerie Quinto, Sonoma Resource Conservation District 
Barbara Jean Veronda, Member of Public 
Bob Green, Member of Public 
Cailin Notch, Member of Public 
Eric Frost, Member of Public 
Lisa Brayton, Member of Public 
Nita Miller, Member of Public 
Peter Kiel, Member of Public 
Ray Peterson, Member of Public 
Roxanne Gudebrod, Member of Public 
Sandi Potter, Member of Public 
Stephen Schulte, Member of Public 
Ted Cabral, Member of Public 
Teddy Herzog, Member of Public 
Tyler Silvy, Member of Public 
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