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Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board Meeting Minutes

October 28, 2021 

http://www.petalumavalleygroundwater.org 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Director Rabbitt called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. and roll call was conducted by Ann DuBay, 
Administrator. Director Bruce Abelli-Amen, Director Healy, and Director Wasem were present. 
Director Gorin arrived at 4:03 p.m. Also, in attendance were: Director Gina Benedetti-Petnic, 
Alternate for Director Healy; Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager; Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff; Andrea 
Rodriguez, Outreach Staff; Simone Peters, Administrative Aide (recording meeting minutes); Chelsea 
Thompson, City of Petaluma.  

2. Consider Emergency Resolution 004-2021

Starting in March 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom issued a series of Executive Orders aimed 
at containing the novel coronavirus. These Executive Orders (N-25-20, N-29-20, N-35-20) modified 
certain requirements created by the Ralph M. Brown Act (Brown Act), the state’s local agency public 
meetings law. 

In essence, the modifications allowed public bodies to meet via teleconferencing or otherwise 
electronically without the burden of: 

1. Providing the physical address where each public official would be located during the meeting;
2. Posting the meeting agenda where each public official would be physically located; and
3. Providing a physical location for members of the public to attend the meeting.

Other key requirements of the Brown Act continued to apply, including noticing, and posting agendas 
and meeting materials, providing access to all meetings by telephone or through other electronic 
means, and allowing members of the public the opportunity to comment. 

The executive orders were slated to expire on September 30, 2021. However, legislation sponsored by 
the California Special District Association (CSDA), AB 361, was signed by the Governor on September 
16, 2021. This legislation allows remote meetings to continue without having to comply with 
requirements 1-3 listed above. The legislation requires that legislative bodies must pass a resolution 
every 30 days to continue meeting remotely. 

Staff recommends the Board approve Resolution 003-2021 which would allow the October 28 
meeting to occur remotely.  

http://www.petalumavalleygroundwater.org/
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Director Abelli-Amen moved to approve the Emergency Resolution as presented, Director Healy 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously 5-0-0. 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Healy – aye 
Director Abelli-Amen – aye 
Director Wasem – aye 
Director Rabbitt - aye 

3. Consent Calendar

a. Approve Meeting Minutes of September 23, 2021
b. Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report
c. Approve Year-to-Date Member Agency Contributions

No public comment. 

Director Abelli-Amen moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, Director Gorin 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously 5-0-0. 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Healy– aye 
Director Abelli-Amen – aye 
Director Wasem – aye 
Director Rabbitt – aye 

4. Directors/Subcommittee Report

a. Rural Community Engagement

Director Wasem said she had spoken with the ag community representatives for the community- at- 
large, and they will be commenting on the Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 

No questions. No public comment. 

b. Rate and Fee Study

No update. 

5. Advisory Committee Report

The report is in the packet. No public comment. 
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6. Action Items

a. 2022 Meeting Calendar:  Proposed meeting dates for calendar year 2022
The Board annually adopts a meeting calendar for the year. The proposed 2022 meeting calendar 
follows the current Board schedule of meeting at 4:00 p.m. at the Petaluma Community Center at 320 
North McDowell Blvd., virtually, or both virtually and in person (hybrid meetings). 

Ann DuBay mentioned there are two extra “on-hold” meetings in addition to the regular six dates 
scheduled. Meetings will be focused on the fee study, annual budget, and GSP implementation items. 

No Board questions or comments. No public comment. 

Director Wasem moved to adopt the 2022 meeting calendar as presented, and Director Abelli-Amen 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously 5-0-0. 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Healy– aye 
Director Abelli-Amen – aye 
Director Wasem – aye 
Director Rabbitt – aye 

7. Information Items

a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan: Sonoma Water staff will give an update on the GSP,
discuss comments made by the Advisory Committee and other reviewers on working
draft, and discuss public release and schedule

The Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is due January 31, 2022. A public review draft of the 
Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) was 
released on October 1, 2021. The public comment period is October 1 – October 31, 2021. Staff will 
provide an overview of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan, a summary of the October 12 
Community Meeting, and an update on public input received since the public review draft 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan was released on October 1, 2021.  

Jay Jasperse gave an update on the GSP schedule, and overview of the basin conditions: 
• Groundwater quality in basin is generally acceptable
• No evidence of land subsiding due to groundwater pumping
• Where we have data, groundwater levels are stable in most areas, with some limited areas

near northeastern and northern boundaries showing declines
• Groundwater in storage is relatively stable
• Limited data available on seawater intrusion due to groundwater pumping
• Data is also limited on the effect of groundwater pumping on stream flows

Marcus Trotta covered the water budget, SMCs, and projects and actions. 
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Board Questions/Comments 
Director Abelli-Amen – The third bullet on slide 14 under Well Metering Policy reads, “de minimis 
wells cannot be required to be metered by the GSA”. But they can be metered voluntarily if they want 
to do it themselves, it just isn’t within the power of the GSA. The language should be more precise. 

Jasperse – I see your point; we will tweak the language. 

Director Wasem – If there is no metering, how do we know if groundwater users are pumping less 
than 1785 gallons day? 

Jasperse – Existing studies and estimates based on size of acreage and land use. 

Director Wasem – Do we have a breakdown of ag, municipal, and domestic estimated use of 
groundwater pumping? Same question regarding return of flows to streams. Is there a breakdown for 
that? 

Trotta – It is broken out for groundwater pumping but I don’t have the numbers on-hand. I am 
quite confident that agriculture represents the larger component. In general, what we see is the 
stream seepage to groundwater; we have groundwater recharge occurring along the stream beds 
primarily in the upper portions of the watershed -- the upper reaches of the Petaluma River and 
some of the tributaries that drain into the Petaluma River. The primary areas of discharge occur in 
the middle to lower sections of the Petaluma River. 
Director Abelli-Amen – Is that based on stream gauge data or how did you quantify it? 
Trotta – All these numbers are based on our computer model of groundwater flow, that the USGS 
developed, and that we updated for SGMA compliance. The model is calibrated to available 
stream flow and groundwater level data. As we pointed out, we have many data gaps. 

Director Healy – The aquifer storage using the excess winter water on the Russian River is exciting 
because we get a lot of community pushback about allowing housing to be built with the current 
water situation. It would be a helpful component of our messaging. 

Director Wasem – It is exciting. I have seen that Farm Plans are mentioned. I think this will nicely 
augment the GSP. 

Trotta – In addition to these projects we are also including management actions, one of these is 
to coordinate with agricultural users in all three basins. We are also proposing that the GSA study 
some different policy options within the first year or two of implementing the GSP. 

Director Abelli-Amen – Funding could come from a variety of sources. These are all groundwater 
users. On a list I saw today, one of the bullets was, ‘beneficiaries of a healthier groundwater system”.  
I like the sound of that. I don’t think you need to have a well to be included in the fee study 
consideration or to generally benefit from the goals of this program. Is this intentional? On your slide, 
it looks like in our basin that you need to be a groundwater user in order to be considered to 
contribute, in the fee portion. 

DuBay – It is not intentional; it will be a Board decision if it is only groundwater users or the larger 
beneficiary groups. Most of our recent presentations include the beneficiary language. 
Director Abelli-Amen – It benefits everyone, if just the surface groundwater interaction keeps our 
wetlands alive and our ecosystem healthy. 
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Director Wasem – It is a public good and should be treated as a public good when we look at 
financing it, I agree with Director Abelli-Amen. 
Director Abelli-Amen – A few of us were in a Zoom meeting with the Press Democrat Editorial 
Board yesterday. One of the comments from a member was “how do you respond to people 
when they say that ag isn’t paying their fair share”? It is something for which we should have a 
response. We can’t just keep heaping more on the agricultural community – more costs, more 
permitting, etc., there is a breaking point. 

Director Rabbitt – I concur, part of this is almost an environmental remediation. Certainly, west of 
Petaluma, if we start charging exorbitant amounts, I think we will lose more of those farms so that's 
an important decision that we need to figure out a path forward. 

Director Healy – Our number is $1.1 million for the next five years, what are the other GSA’s 
numbers?  

Trotta - The others are closer to $1.2 million. Sonoma Valley has more funding for projects and 
management actions and less for data gap assessments. They have a longer history of a voluntary 
groundwater management plan, Santa Rosa Plain as well. The five-year plan we are showing 
doesn’t include capital projects. 

Director Gorin – Thank you to Director Abelli-Amen for joining the Press Editorial Board meeting. We 
emphasize this is an opportunity to have a holistic conversation. They appreciated us being there, we 
appreciated the questions. We're all in this together, it's not just ag, or just urban, or just residential 
users. 

No public comment. 

8. Legal Counsel, Plan Manager and Administrative Report

A written report is in the packet. In addition to the report, Jay Jasperse mentioned that DWR has draft 
guidelines out for SGMA implementation’s next phase, towards the end of November. They will have 
between $200 and $500 million in funding available for medium and high-priority basins like ours in 
late 2022 or 2023.  

We had a CAT 5 (highest rating) atmospheric river over the weekend. There have been 10 in 40 years, 
but this is only the second one in the month of October. Based on the storm, we worked hard with 
the State Water Board; they lifted our curtailment from the Russian River of the 20% reductions. All 
the water contractors are still obligated to meet the governor's 15% drought reductions so we're 
working with the contractors to remind people that the drought is not over. 

Board Questions/Comments 
Director Rabbitt – I know the governor still has his overall arching piece, but to be able to get this 
done at this time, and as you've always said, that every year no matter what, the Russian River has 
“excess flows” during the winter, so we have a source of water that we can tap into if we manage it. 
Great job on getting the temporary urgency change order lifted. 
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Director Healy – Is that the elimination of the 20% requirement on Sonoma Water that was supposed 
to go into effect early December, is that in effect now? 

Jasperse – Yes, as of last Friday. 

Ann DuBay mentioned that the airborne electromagnetic survey project the Department of Water 
Resources is doing is scheduled to start the week of November 8. Andrea Rodriguez is involved with 
outreach on that project and someone from technical will be involved with DWR. We also talked to 
DWR about reaching out to the Farm Bureau to let people know about the concern raised about herd 
animals. DWR will be sending out letters to people in the flight path. 

No public comment. 

9. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the Board

No public comment. 

10. Adjournment

Director Rabbitt thanked everyone for attending and confirmed the next Board meeting is on 
December 8 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 5:06 p.m. 
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