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Board Meeting 
Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Date: October 24, 2019 
Time: 4:00 p.m. 

Location: Petaluma Community Center 
320 N McDowell Blvd, Petaluma 

http://www.petalumavalleygroundwater.org 

Agenda 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call

2. Consent Calendar
a. Approve Minutes of August 22, 2019
b. Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report
c. Approve Year-to-Date Member Agency Contributions

3. Directors/Subcommittee Report

4. Advisory Committee Report

5. Information items:
a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update: An informational item presented by Plan

Manager Jay Jasperse on GSP development and Sustainable Management Criteria

6. Action Items
a. Proposition 68 Grant: Consider support of a grant application from the GSA for

funding through Proposition 68 Sustainable Groundwater Management Grant
Program

b. Contracts: Authorize Administrator to execute the following contracts:
i. Three-year contract extension with Sonoma Water for administrative services
ii. Three-year contract extension with Kronick, Moskowitz, Tiedemann & Girard for

legal service
c. Advisory Committee Opening: Consider appointing Rebecca Ng to fill the at-large

community representative seat on the Advisory Committee

7. Legal Counsel, Plan Manager and Administrator Report

http://www.petalumavalleygroundwater.org/
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8. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the Board

9. Adjournment

Member Agency Directors Alternates 

City of Petaluma Michael Healy Dan St. John 
County of Sonoma David Rabbitt James Gore 
North Bay Water District Carolyn Wasem Mike Sanciagomo 
Sonoma County Water Agency Susan Gorin James Gore 
Sonoma Resource Conservation District Bruce Abelli-Amen Jennifer Kuszmar 

Special Accommodations: If you have a disability which requires an accommodation, an 
alternative format, or requires another person to assist you while attending this meeting, 
please contact Ann DuBay, (707) 524-8378, as soon as possible to ensure arrangements for 
accommodation. 

Public Comment: Any member of the audience desiring to address the Board on a matter on the 
agenda: please complete a Speaker Card and hand it to the Clerk of the Board at the beginning 
of the meeting or prior to the time the Board Chair closes public comment on the item about 
which you wish to speak. When called by the Chair, please walk to the podium, state your name 
and make your comments. The public may comment on closed session items prior to the Board 
adjourning to closed session. In order that all interested parties have an opportunity to speak, 
please be brief and limit your comments to the subject under discussion. Each person is usually 
granted 3 minutes to speak; time limitations are at the discretion of the Chair. While members 
of the public are welcome to address the Board, under the Brown Act Board members may not 
deliberate or take action on items not on the agenda, and generally may only listen. 

Meeting Documents: The associated documentation is available at the offices of the local 
agencies listed above and on the website at: http://petalumavalleygroundwater.org/. 
Any changes to the date of the hearing, or any other updates will be noticed on the above 
website. For more information, please contact Ann DuBay, Ann.DuBay@SCWA.ca.gov.  
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Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board Meeting 

DRAFT MINUTES 

Date: August 22, 2019 
Time: 4:00 p.m. 

Location: Petaluma Community Center 
320 N McDowell Blvd, Petaluma 

http://www.petalumavalleygroundwater.org 

Agenda 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Susan Gorin, Sonoma County Water Agency
Mike Healy, City of Petaluma
David Rabbitt, County of Sonoma
Mike Sangiacomo (Alternate for Carolyn Wasem), North Bay Water District
Bruce Abelli-Amen (Absent), Sonoma Resource Conservation District

2. Consent Calendar
a) Approve Minutes of June 27, 2019
b) Approve 2019-2020 Year-to-Date Financial Report
c) Approve 2019-2020 Year-to-Date Member Agency Contributions

No public comment. 
Director Gorin moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, Director Sangiacomo 
seconded. Motion passed 4-0-1. 

3. Directors/Subcommittee Report
None. 

4. Advisory Committee Report
Provided in writing in meeting packet. 

5. Information items:
a) Agricultural Water Conservation: An informational item presented by Sonoma

Resource Conservation District on water-saving innovations and practices
Keith Abeles, Sonoma Resource Conservation District, provided an in-depth update on new 
agricultural irrigation practices and technologies. 

Board Comments/Questions: 
QUESTION:  Is filtration needed for groundwater or surface water or both? 
RESPONSE:  It depends, but generally no. 
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QUESTION:  What is the uptake of these tools from the agricultural community? 
RESPONSE:  It’s estimated around 15%. It’s hard for people to make changes; they get used to 
doing things a certain way. 
 
COMMENT:  Excellent presentation. Thank you for the information and the details. 
 
Public Comment/Questions: 
QUESTION: How much water is used per acre of vines? 
RESPONSE:  It varies widely. There are some vineyards that receive 80 gallons per vine annually 
and others that get 250 gallons per vine. 
 
QUESTION:  What is the source of water for vineyards? 
RESPONSE:  Primarily groundwater, but surface or recycled water is used, too. 
 
QUESTION:  What is the difference between new and old vines regarding water use? 
RESPONSE:  It depends. Don’t normally need as much per vine for new vines, but conditions 
vary. 
 
QUESTION:  Do we need more regulations on water use? 
RESPONSE:  Most people are reasonable, and others won’t follow the rules. RCD focus is on 
education versus regulation. 
 
COMMENT:  It seems like these demonstration projects take a lot of work and there is site-to-
site variability. 
 
QUESTION:  Hillside vineyard planting – is there a difference from vines planted on the contour 
versus those planted up and down? 
RESPONSE:  There are VESCO rules regarding hillside planting, and grape growers need to 
consider the costs of everything they do, which can also factor into decision making. 
 
COMMENT:  Seems like the GSAs need to prepare for cannabis water use. 
RESPONSE: Staff noted that the Advisory Committee will receive a presentation about cannabis 
water use at its November meeting. 
 

b) Facilitation Services: Update on current facilitation status and possible request for 
facilitation services 

Rich Wilson, The Consensus and Collaboration Project facilitator is leaving. Staff provided an 
update on efforts to find a new CCP facilitator and informed the Board that if a good match isn’t 
possible, an RFQ for facilitation services might be issued. 
 
Board Comments/Questions: 
QUESTION:  Could one of the member agency staff provide facilitation services? 
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RESPONSE:  This was considered. There are concerns about neutrality of staff, as the stakes 
become higher with the development of Sustainable Management Criteria.  

 

6. Action Items 
a) Recycled Water: Support for City of Petaluma recycled water grant 

The City of Petaluma sought Board support for a recycled water project grant. 
No Board or Public Comments. 
Chairman, David Rabbitt, asked for opposition to support the City Petaluma’s project to expand 
the tertiary treatment capacity of tis wastewater treatment plant, and seeing none, announced 
the 4-0-1 unanimous support. 
 

b) Resource Groundwater Recharge: Support for application and match for grant 
submitted by Sonoma and Gold Ridge resource conservation districts 

The Sonoma and Gold Ridge Resource Conservations Districts asked the GSA for support of a 
Natural Resources Conservation Service grant application to evaluate, demonstrate, and 
quantify the benefits of approaches to increase groundwater recharge on agricultural lands, 
and a $10,000 match from GSA Proposition 1 funds. 
No Board or Public Comments. 
Chairman, David Rabbitt, asked for opposition to supporting the grant and the $10,000 match 
from GSA Proposition 1 funds, and seeing none, announced the 4-0-1 unanimous support. 
 

c) Groundwater User Registration: Authorize GSA Administrator and Plan Manager to 
assess initial groundwater registration program questions in an amount not to 
exceed $5,000 

Staff asked for Board approval to provide up to $5,000 in already budgeted funds to support 
the development of an initial groundwater registration program in conjunction with the other 
two Sonoma County GSAs. 
 
Board Questions/Comments: 
COMMENT:  Would like the registration program to be adaptable to the Petaluma Valley and 
reflective of the different needs of the basin. 
 
No public comment. 
Chairman, David Rabbitt, asked for opposition to authorizing the expenditure of up to $5,000 
to work with the other two Sonoma County GSA’s, and seeing none, announced the 4-0-1 
unanimous support. 

 
7. Legal Counsel, Plan Manager and Administrator Report 

Ann DuBay, Administrator, provided a written report, and reminded the Board of the Recharge 
Workshop on December 11. 
 
Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, reported that staff is working on the groundwater model and 
budget, and also a process for developing Sustainable Management Criteria.  
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Scott Morris, legal counsel, reported that water agencies and any local agencies that deal with 
environmental regulations should be monitoring SB 1 (Atkins). 
 
Board Questions/Comments: 
QUESTION: Is DWR being flexible on GSPs? We don’t want to do more than is needed or 
required. 
RESPONSE: Staff is reviewing the draft Groundwater Sustainability Plans submitted by critically 
over-drafted basins and the comments DWR made regarding Alternative Plans. DWR’s response 
to these early submittals will give the GSAs an indication of the level of detail and analysis that 
needs to be provided. 
 
QUESTION: Why was Napa’s Alternative Plan not approved? 
RESPONSE:  DWR commented that the plan didn’t show how it was achieved and would 
maintain sustainability. 

 
8. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject matter 

jurisdiction of the Board 
None. 

 
9. Closed Session 

a) Public Employee Performance Evaluation (GC § 54957) Title: Legal Counsel and 
Administrator 

 
The Board reported that it will consider a contract with both legal counsel and the 
administrator for up to three years at its next meeting. 
  

10. Adjournment 
Adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 
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Agenda Item: 2B&C 
Meeting Date: October 24, 2019 
 
 

Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Consent Item 

 
 
TO:   Board of Directors 
FROM:  Ann DuBay, Administrator 
SUBJECT:  Financial and In-Kind Report for Year-to-Date  
 
 
Summary: The Agency received $3,167 in member agency contributions and has outstanding 
invoices for $21,334 in member agency contributions. Actual and paid expenses totaled $8,851 
between July 1, 2019 and October 14, 2019. 
 

 

Background  
This report covers year-to-date fiscal year 2019-2020 (as of October 14, 2019). The Agency’s 
total budget for FY 2018-19 is $693,926. 
 
Income: The budget anticipates carry-forward revenues of $194,926, member agency 
contributions (including in-kind services) of $204,000 and grant funds of $295,000. To date, 
member agency cash contributions have been received from North Bay Water District. The final 
carry-forward revenues are still being determined. 
 
Expenses:  Invoiced expenses for services and supplies were $8,581.  
 
In-Kind: Invoiced in-kind contributions from Sonoma RCD and Sonoma County Water Agency 
are $0. In-kind contributions invoices are received quarterly. 
 
Staff Recommendation  
Information only  
 

List of Attachments 
1. Agency Financial Report, Year-to-Date, Fiscal Year 2019-2020 
2. Member Agency In-Kind Contributions, Year-to-Date, Fiscal Year 2019-2020 

 

Contact  
Ann DuBay, Administrator, 707-524-8378, ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov 
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Agenda Item: 2B, Attachment 1
Meeting Date: October 24, 2019

Petaluma Valley GSA
76401

71100100

Account Account Description

FY 2019-20
Final

Budget

FY 2019-20
Year to Date
10/14/2019

42601 County of Sonoma 43,000 14,334
42612 City of Petaluma 21,000 7,000
42627 Special Districts (NBWD) 9,500 3,167

42000   Total Intergovernmental Revenues 73,500 24,501

42360 Proposition 1 grant funds, DWR 295,000 0
46029 In-Kind Member Fees (SCWA, Sonoma RCD) 130,500 0

46000   Total Miscellaneous Revenues 425,500 0

Grand Total Revenues 499,000 24,501

51041 Insurance - Liability 2,500             2,250
51201 Administration Services 100,000  -
51206 Auditing Services 5,000             1,710
51207 Client Accounting Services 3,000                312 
51212 Outside Counsel - Legal Advice 45,000             1,864
51226 Consulting Services 251,500             2,444
51803 Well registration program 30,000  -
51249 In-kind services 130,500  -
51421 Rents and Leases - Bldg/Land 4,000  -
51916 County Services Chgs 1,500  -
52031 Food 500  -
52111 Office Supplies 500  -
52114 Freight/Postage 500  -
52118 Printing and Binding Supplies 500  -

51000   Total Services and Supplies 575,000             8,581

Grand Total Expenditures 575,000             8,581
Reserves* 118,926
Increase/(Decrease) to Fund Balance (194,926)
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Agenda Item: 2C, Attachment 2
Meeting Date: October 24th, 2019

Member Agency Contributions
FY 2019-2020

MEMBER AGENCY
TOTAL 

CONTRIBUTION
First Invoice: 

Received

Second 
Invoice: 

Received
Third Invoice:  

Received
County of Sonoma 43,000$                        -$                  -$                -$                    

-$                  -$                -$                    
-$                -$                    

-$                  -$                -$                    
-$                  

City of Petaluma 21,000$                        
North Bay Water District 9,500$                          3,167.00$         
Sonoma RCD (in kind) 9,500$                          
Sonoma Water  (in kind) 121,000$                      -$                -$                    

-$             -$                 TOTAL 204,000$                  3,167$            
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Agenda Item: 4 
Meeting Date: October 24, 2019 
 
 

Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Information Item 

 
 
TO:   Board of Directors 
FROM:  Ann DuBay, Administrator 
SUBJECT:  Advisory Committee Report 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary: The Advisory Committee met on September 11, 2019, and discussed Sustainable 
Management Criteria and the Groundwater Sustainability Plan basin setting section.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background  
The Advisory Committee met on September 11.  The committee reviewed and discussed the 
basin setting subsection of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan with Marcus Trotta, Sonoma 
Water. Leah Walker, City of Petaluma, provided an update on the city’s IRWM grant for 
expanding tertiary treatment at the wastewater treatment plant. Andrea Rodriguez, Sonoma 
Water, talked to the Advisory Committee about an upcoming Sonoma Valley meeting geared 
toward Spanish speaking groundwater users. 

Trotta also provided an introductory overview of Sustainable Management Criteria, and 
committee members provided feedback on the SGMA-defined Sustainability Indicators that are 
key to the stakeholders they represent. Key indicators for the Advisory Committee include 
declining groundwater levels; decrease in storage; water quality; and seawater intrusion. 

Upcoming Advisory Committee activities: 
The Advisory Committee meets on November 13, and will discuss the water budget and 
cannabis and groundwater use. 
 
Staff Recommendation  
Information only. 
 
Fiscal Information 
No fiscal impact. 
 
Contact  
Ann DuBay, Administrator, 707-524-8378, ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov 
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Agenda Item: 5A 
Meeting Date: October 24, 2019 
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Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Information Item 

TO: Board of Directors 
FROM: Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, and Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff 
SUBJECT: Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update 

Summary: Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update and Next Steps. 

Background 
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies (GSAs) in high- and medium-priority basins to develop and submit Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans (GSPs) to the California Department of Water Resources by January 31, 
2022.  

GSPs are detailed road maps for how groundwater basins will reach and maintain long term 
sustainability. An Initial Notification of GSP Development for the Sonoma Valley Groundwater 
Basin was submitted to DWR on March 7, 2018 by the Plan Manager, on behalf of the GSA. 

The GSP for the Petaluma Valley Groundwater Basin is being developed through a transparent 
and public process based on the best available science and information. The deadline for 
adoption by the GSA Board and submittal to the State is on or before January 31, 2022. 
Development of the GSP is a collaborative and iterative process that builds upon existing 
technical and policy information and incorporates input from the GSA Board, the GSA Advisory 
Committee, GSA Member Agencies, groundwater users and the public. 

Beginning in spring of 2018, components of the GSP have been developed and shared with the 
GSA Advisory Committee, and periodic updates have been provided to the GSA Board for 
review and input. To date, the Advisory Committee has reviewed, discussed and provided 
feedback on the following draft GSP elements: 

• Overview of GSP Work Plan
• Annotated Outline
• Introduction
• Plan Area
• Basin Setting: Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model
• Basin Setting: Current and Historical Groundwater Conditions
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In the upcoming months staff will be working on and the Advisory Committee will discuss the 
water budget and groundwater flow model in greater detail (including water budget 
components). In addition, work will begin on describing and defining Management Areas and 
Sustainable Management Criteria. 

The first Community Workshop will be scheduled in early 2020 to provide an overview of the 
GSP requirements and goals; a review of the Basin Setting Section (Including the water budget); 
and to introduce the concept of Sustainable Management Criteria. 

A general timeline for the GSP development process, which identifies primary technical work 
activities and community engagement actions, is attached. 

Staff Recommendation 
Informational item only. 

Proposed Action 
None 

Fiscal Information 
None 

Contact  
Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, 707-547-1959, Jay.Jasperse@scwa.ca.gov 

Marcus Trotta, Sonoma Water, 707-547-1978, Marcus.Trotta@scwa.ca.gov 
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Agenda Item: 6A 
Meeting Date: October 24, 2019 

1 

Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Action Item 

TO: Board of Directors 
FROM: Ann DuBay, Administrator 
SUBJECT: Proposition 68 Grant Opportunity and Resolution 

Summary: Consider support for the Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Sustainable Groundwater Planning Round 3 Project, and approving a resolution expressing 
support. 

Background 
In 2017, the GSA applied for and was awarded a $1 million grant from California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) with funding from the voter-approved Proposition 1 (the Water 
Quality, Supply and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014). 

On September 9, 2019, DWR opened the application period for a new round of grant funding 
under Proposition 68 (the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018). Grant applications must be submitted by November 1, 
and the projects must be completed by April 2022. The GSA may apply for a maximum of 
$1 million for planning or project implementation.  

The grants staff has reviewed the project solicitation, participated in a webinar with DWR and is 
working closely with the technical staff and administrator to develop a proposal that would 
further the information needed to successfully complete and implement the GSP. Project ideas 
fall into three categories (see Attachment 1 for more details): 

1. Monitoring network enhancement:  Three to four deep multi-level monitoring wells
would be constructed to enhance what we know about the basin, detailed stratigraphic
data, depth-dependent water level and water quality data.

2. Improved rural groundwater use estimates and integration of land use and well
permitting data: These projects would improve available information to help better
model current and future groundwater conditions. Projects would include
improvements to rural residential and commercial water use estimates, and database
enhancements to make county well drilling information more accessible to the GSA.
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3. Community engagement: This project would include two components:
I. Development and implementation of a Sonoma County All-GSA rural residential

community engagement campaign that relies on researched and tested
messaging, language and methodologies to successfully reach, communicate
with and solicit feedback and participation from rural residents on GSP
development and implementation; and

II. Targeted outreach to stakeholder groups at existing meetings, specifically on
Sustainable Management Criteria. The goal of these smaller mini-workshops is to
get regular feedback on top groundwater priorities for stakeholders, and then to
circle back with the same stakeholder groups regularly to provide updates.

Elements from all of these categories will be combined into one project application. Many of 
the elements will apply to all three groundwater basins, allowing for more effective and 
efficient implementation. 

Proposed Action 
A resolution is required by the GSA Board in support of the grant application. 

Fiscal Information 
No direct fiscal impacts. A 33 percent “match” is required, and the matching funds cannot be 
used to match future grants. 

Staff Recommendation 
Approve the attached resolution directing that application be made to obtain a grant under the 
2019 Sustainable Groundwater Management Grant Program Planning – Round 3; and to enter 
into an agreement to receive a grant for the Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency Sustainable Groundwater Planning Round 3 Project (Project); and authorizing the Chief 
Engineer/Director of Groundwater Management of the Sonoma County Water Agency, acting 
as Plan Manager of the Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency, to prepare the 
necessary data, conduct investigations, file a grant application, and enter into an agreement 
with the California Department of Water Resources for the Project, and take all actions 
necessary to implement the grant agreement. 

List of Attachments 
1. Project Components
2. Resolution PV-19-005

Contact  
Ann DuBay, Administrator, 707-524-8378, ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov 
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Agenda Item: 6A, Attachment 1 
Meeting Date: October 24, 2019 

10/24/2019 1 DRAFT 

Potential Project Components for Round 3 GSP Planning Grants 
Petaluma Valley, Santa Rosa Plain and Sonoma Valley Groundwater 

Basins/Subbasins 

This draft document presents draft descriptions of proposed project components for the 
current proposal solicitation for the development and implementation of Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans funded by Proposition 68 (Round 3 GSP Planning Grants).  Based on award 
amounts from the Round 2 GSP Grants, GSAs within Sonoma County are each eligible for up to 
$1M in grant funding through the current Round 3 GSP Planning Grant Solicitation with an up to 
33% match requirement.  Projects awarded during this round must be consistent with and 
incorporated into the GSPs that are due by January 2022.  Potential project components for 
Round 3 have been selected based on: 

• Descriptions of data gaps and data needs identified within the Hydrogeologic
Conceptual Model subsections of the current Draft GSPs and data gaps and
recommendations from previous studies and reports, including USGS groundwater
studies and voluntary groundwater management planning documents;

• Ability to complete the project components within the approximate one to one and a
half year timeframe anticipated between project award (Spring/Summer 2020) and
anticipated required completion deadline of mid- to late-2021.

• Ability for project components to be implemented across all three Sonoma County
basins providing for efficiencies in implementation and management of the project, as
well as demonstrating cross-basin coordination and collaboration.

Project components currently planned to be included in the grant applications are numbered 1 
through 4 below, with components 1 through 3 representing components that would be 
common to all three basins and component 4 representing components that would differ 
within one of the basins.   

1. Monitoring Network Enhancement – Multi-level Groundwater Monitoring Wells (All Basins)

Need:  Significant spatial (horizontal and vertical) data gaps for basin hydrostratigraphy and
aquifer-specific properties, groundwater-levels, and water quality exist within all three
basins.  Filling these three-dimensional data gaps in the monitoring network for each
primary aquifer is considered a high priority data need for completion and implementation
of a successful GSP.  Detailed stratigraphic data, depth-dependent water level and water
quality data can be obtained through the construction of dedicated multi-level monitoring
wells in key areas.

Description:  Three to four multi-level groundwater monitoring wells will be completed
within each basin/subbasin at areas of identified data gaps with a focus on locations that
provide additional information on important features, such as fault zones, basin boundaries
and/or proximity to areas of substantial groundwater pumping.  Initially selected locations
for multi-level wells are shown on the attached maps, which are numbered sequentially
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(DMW-1…) in relative order of priority.  It is projected that the multi-level wells will range in 
total depth from 400 to 600 feet and will completed with three to four discrete screened 
intervals each depending upon local hydrogeologic conditions.  Scope will include water-
quality sampling program and instrumentation of the wells with pressure transducers. 

Supplemental Scope:  Hydrostratigraphic Interpretation: Retain USGS for 
inspection/interpretation of borehole cuttings and geophysical logs.   

Approximate Cost: $500 to $600K per basin 

2. Improved Rural Groundwater Use Estimates and Integration of Land Use and Well
Permitting Data Management (All Basins)

Need: Developing improved information and data management protocols for estimating
and tracking groundwater use within the basins/subbasins is necessary for completing and
implementing the GSPs.  As rural domestic and agricultural groundwater uses represent the
majority of the total groundwater use in the basins/subbasins, improving and refining water
use estimates for these uses which are not metered or reported has been identified as a
primary technical need.

The planning department for Sonoma County (Permit Sonoma) is an important partner for
development and ultimately implementation of GSPs.  Permit Sonoma is responsible for
land use planning in the unincorporated County, including development of the County
general plan and area specific plans.  Permit Sonoma is also responsible for issuing building
permits and well permits.  Information on existing uses and water supply infrastructure is
critical to development, and eventually implementation, of the GSP.

Recommendations from the Sonoma Valley GSA Technical Advisory Committee regarding
immediate needs in the southern Sonoma Valley were provided to the Sonoma Valley GSA
on September 23, 2019. These recommendations included a number of proposed
modifications to Permit Sonoma’s well permitting and well monitoring programs.  These
proposed modifications were intended to allow Permit Sonoma to provide more
information on water supply and use, and groundwater conditions in the basin.

The Santa Rosa Plain GSA is in the process of developing a groundwater user registration
program and both the Petaluma Valley and Sonoma Valley GSA Boards have directed staff
to engage in the development of the registration program. The registration program will
gather information including water supply source and estimated groundwater use for each
parcel within the GSA jurisdiction.  A “snapshot” of parcel specific water supply and use was
developed and presented in the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency Rate
Study Report (Raftellis, 2019a).   This report, as well as reports prepared for the Petaluma
Valley and Sonoma Valley GSAs identified a number of data gaps, including groundwater
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use by commercial users (Raftellis, 2019b and Raftellis, 2019c).  The process also highlighted 
the need to develop a robust database of water supply and groundwater use that is 
updated regularly based on changes in land use, information provided from the public, and 
other available information.  Permit Sonoma is the natural host for this database because of 
their existing role in land use planning and permitting.  Permit Sonoma has a database that 
tracks hundreds of attributes specific to each parcel and permit.  This database will need to 
be expanded upon to host parcel specific water supply and use data and data transfer 
protocols will need to be developed in order to facilitate routine and seamless data sharing 
and reporting with the GSAs. 

Description:  Previous water demand estimates for these rural uses will be re-assessed and 
different methods for estimating rural groundwater demands will be evaluated in 
consultation with rural groundwater users and agricultural irrigators for reasonableness to 
better constrain this critical component of the water budget.  Examples of methodologies 
that will be assessed include the use of remote sensing technologies, use of the County’s 
parcel database and aerial imagery. 

This proposal includes the following tasks specific to Permit Sonoma: 

A. Modification of Permit Sonoma’s well permitting process and database:
1) Modification to the well permit application to request greater information

related to intended use
2) Update of Permit Sonoma’s database to include greater information on well

construction and use
3) Promote or require submittal of online well completion reports using OSCWR
4) Develop automated tools to export well data to the GSAs

B. Update Permit Sonoma’s Groundwater Monitoring Program: Permit Sonoma has an
ongoing groundwater monitoring program that tracks water use and water level in
wells associated with discretionary use permits.  The program is of limited scope
with roughly 200 monitoring sites.  It is envisioned that the program will be
expanded to include monitoring for the GSAs; however, operating procedures,
reporting tools, and database of the program will need to be updated to meet the
needs of the GSA.  It is proposed that a consultant with experience in well
monitoring programs be contracted to assess the existing well monitoring program
and recommend changes to the program.  It is also proposed that Permit Sonoma
develop online data entry forms, and merge the existing standalone groundwater
monitoring database into Permit Sonoma’s comprehensive land use planning
database.

1) Review operating procedures and requirements of Permit Sonoma’s existing
groundwater monitoring program

2) Recommend infrastructure and equipment requirements for well monitoring
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3) Recommend standard operating procedures for groundwater monitoring
4) Recommend QAQC procedures for staff
5) Merge the existing standalone database into Permit Sonoma’s

comprehensive land use database
6) Develop online reporting forms
7) Develop automated tools to export well data to the GSAs

C. Parcel specific water supply and water use attributes and tracking within Permit
Sonoma’s database

1) Identify water sources for each parcel including public water supply, recycled
water, and groundwater

2) In coordination with GSA staff, refine estimates of residential, agricultural
and commercial water uses

3) Develop automated and semi-automated processes to update and track
changes in water supply attributes and use estimates using Sonoma County
Assessor data, building and other land development permits, and GIS layers

4) Document methods with sufficient detail to reproduce results from input
datasets

5) Develop methods to verify estimated water supply and water use
6) Develop database infrastructure to allow for measured water use or water

meter data to be stored

D. Groundwater user registration attributes and tools
1) Develop public outreach materials, GIS viewers, and forms that link to Permit

Sonoma’s database
2) Develop groundwater registration fee attributes and tracking
3) Develop internal protocols to review and validate information provided from

the public
4) Develop tools to export data and provide information to the GSAs

Approximate Cost: $125 to $200K per basin 

3. Rural Residential Community Engagement (All Basins)

Need: Sonoma County has one of the highest number of rural residential (de minimis) well
owners in the state. These well owners rely on groundwater as their only water source; are
spread throughout the basins and subbasins; live on parcels that range from less than an
acre to more than 100 acres in size; and include both full-time residents and vacation
homeowners. There is no water or irrigation district, single point of contact, or unifying
organization that represents rural residential well owners. Yet, collectively they represent a
significant component of total groundwater use. Rural residential users are potentially
strong advocates of groundwater sustainability if they are educated about the issues and
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engaged early in developing solutions. All three Sonoma County GSAs are challenged by 
how to reach rural residents and in developing messages that will capture their interest and 
prompt them to engage.  
 
Description: This project proposes to: Develop a Sonoma County All-GSA rural residential 
community engagement campaign that relies on researched and tested messaging, 
language and methodologies to successfully reach, communicate with and solicit feedback 
and participation from rural residents on GSP development and implementation; and 
Implement the campaign through a part-time rural residential coordinator who will work in 
all three basins on engagement, follow-up, and tracking/recording. The engagement 
campaign and implementation results will be made available through existing forums and 
could assist other GSAs in outreach to rural residential well owners.  

 
Approximate Cost: $50K per basin 

 
 
4. a)  Seepage Runs for Surface Water/Groundwater Interaction (Santa Rosa Plain) 

 
Need:  Depletion of interconnected surface waters is one of the sustainability indicators that 
must be addressed in the GSP and is one of the more challenging sustainability indicators to 
accurately evaluate and monitor.  In order to properly characterize this sustainability 
indicator it is important to first define where interconnected surface waters exist within the 
basin.  Interconnected surface water is defined in the GSP Regulations as surface water that 
is hydraulically connected at any point by a continuous saturated zone to the underlying 
aquifer and the overlying surface water is not completely depleted (DWR, 2016).  Due to the 
complexities and uncertainties associated with identifying locations of interconnected 
surface waters, the GSP will utilize a variety of techniques and multiple lines of evidence, 
including (1) frequency and duration of observed or measured streamflow at existing 
streamflow gauges; (2) comparison of interpolated groundwater levels within the shallow 
aquifer system and streambed elevations; and (3) high frequency groundwater level 
observations from shallow monitoring wells located near streams.  Another technique 
commonly used to assess the interaction between surface water and groundwater are 
synoptic streamflow measurements (seepage runs).   
 
Seepage runs seepage runs consist of a series of streamflow measurements made at several 
sites along stream systems over a short time period (e.g., single day to several days) to 
quantify streamflow gains and losses for a specific time period.  Stream reaches 
experiencing gaining groundwater conditions are strong indicators of interconnected 
surface water and groundwater.  Gaining stream reaches are identified through seepage 
runs whereby the discharge is measured at an upstream and downstream location along a 
stream reach.  A positive change in discharge in the downstream direction are gaining 
conditions whereas a negative change indicates losing conditions.  It is assumed that 
seepage into the stream reach comes from groundwater discharge, whereas in losing 
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conditions streamflow is percolating through the streambed causing a decline in flow.  For 
groundwater inflow to occur, it is a reasonable assumption that groundwater levels 
adjacent to a stream are greater than the stream stage.  In these conditions the stream is 
hydraulically connected with the groundwater system.   

The results of the seepage runs will also identify losing stream segments which may be 
providing recharge to the groundwater system.  Understanding where these reaches occur 
can help determine areas where recharge projects may be more feasible. 

Description:  The seepage runs will be performed over a complete hydrologic year and will 
consist of six measurement events: two primary measurement events in the spring and fall 
and four supplemental measurement events to capture seasonal variations in surface water 
and groundwater interactions.  It is anticipated that approximately 60 locations will be 
measured along the primary streams and important tributaries within the Subbasin during 
the primary measurement events and a subset of approximately 20 locations will be 
measured during the supplemental measurement events.  The scope of work will consist of: 
(1) selecting measurement locations; (2) securing site access where needed; (3) collecting
streamflow and field water quality measurements from 60 locations twice a year and 20
locations four times a year; and (4) data processing and reporting.

Approximate Cost: $50K 

b) Ground-based Surface Geophysical Pilot Study (Petaluma Valley and Sonoma Valley)

Need:  Sea water intrusion is one of the six sustainability indicators that must be addressed 
within the GSPs for Sonoma Valley and Petaluma Valley due to those basin’s connection 
with San Pablo Bay.  The interface of the sea water/freshwater interface must be mapped 
as part of the GSP and a monitoring network and program will need to be developed to 
monitor for minimum thresholds and measurable objectives during implementation of the 
GSP.  Substantial data gaps currently exist related to the potential presence and distribution 
of saline groundwater indicative of sea water intrusion: 

• Historical and recent studies by the USGS and others have focused primarily on
water quality sampling from existing groundwater wells, which are relatively sparse
in the southern portions of these basins.

• In addition to sea water, other sources of higher salinity groundwater has been
documented to occur within the aquifer systems of these two basins, including older
connate groundwater from Tertiary-aged sedimentary formations and geothermal
fluids associated with fault zones and the Sonoma Volcanics.

Recent studies and investigations in other areas of the State have indicated that the sea 
water and freshwater interface can be successfully mapped at high spatial and three-
dimensional resolutions using airborne geophysical techniques, including TEM (cite 
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sources), along the coast of the Pacific Ocean.  However, in Sonoma Valley and Petaluma 
Valley, areas that are considered to be at risk for sea water intrusion are characterized by 
relatively large areas (30 to 40 square miles) of tidal marshlands and reclaimed agricultural 
lands located between San Pablo Bay and the primary areas of groundwater use within the 
more inland portions of those basins, where groundwater has been characterized as 
brackish in places.  It is uncertain whether TEM would be able to distinguish between the 
mixing of fresh, brackish and saline water, which is expected to exhibit a more muted and 
gradual contrast compared with studies conducted along the coast of the Pacific Ocean.  
Additionally, the aquifer systems in these areas are characterized by abundant deposits of 
clay with relatively thin interspersed deposits of sand and gravel aquifers.   

Prior to proposing an expensive data collection program in these areas to map and monitor 
sea water intrusion, there is a need to test the feasibility of this technology for the specific 
hydrogeologic and water quality conditions in these areas.  Therefore, pilot studies of 
ground-based geophysical transects are recommended.    

Description:  The pilot study ground-based geophysical transects will consist of 
approximately six mile transects within both the Sonoma Valley and Petaluma Valley basins.  
The transects will be conducted on existing and accessible roadways with a focus on 
utilizing lands owned by public entities, such as state of federal-owned lands, or non-profit 
organizations such as Sonoma Land Trust and Ducks Unlimited.  Geophysical techniques will 
consist of time-domain electromagnetic (TEM) method and electrical resistivity, which are 
commonly applied techniques to investigate the occurrence and distribution of brackish and 
saline water in groundwater systems (Pidlisecky, et al, 2016 and Jansen, 2011)  

Approximate Cost: $50K per basin 
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Resolution No. PV-19-005 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PETALUMA VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

Resolution of the Governing Board of the PETALUMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENCY (Agency), State of California, directing that application be made to the California 
Department of Water Resources to obtain a grant under the 2019 Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Grant Program Planning – Round 3 pursuant to the Water Quality, Supply, and 
Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1) (Water Code Section 79700 et seq.) and/or 

the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 
2018 (Proposition 68) (Pub. Resources Code, sec. 80000et seq.), and to enter into an agreement to 

receive a grant for the Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency Sustainable 
Groundwater Planning Round 3 Project (Project); and authorizing the Chief Engineer/Director of 

Groundwater Management of the Sonoma County Water Agency, acting as Plan Manager of the 
Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency, to prepare the necessary data, conduct 

investigations, file a grant application, and enter into an agreement with the California Department of 
Water Resources for the Project, and take all actions necessary to implement the grant agreement. 

RESOLVED by Governing Board of the PETALUMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENCY, that: 

Whereas, Department of Water Resources is administering the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Grant Program’s Planning Grant – Round 3 (Planning – Round 3) solicitation using funds 
authorized by Proposition 68 and Proposition 1 to encourage sustainable management of groundwater 
resources that support SGMA.; and 

Whereas, the Department of Water Resources has released a proposal solicitation package 
for Planning – Round 3 and applications are due November 1, 2019; and 

Whereas, the procedures and criteria established by the Department of Water Resources for 
this program require a resolution certifying approval of the application by the applicant's governing 
body before submission of the application; and 

Whereas, the application contains assurances with which the applicant must comply; and 

Whereas, the applicant, if selected, will enter into an agreement with the State of California to 
carry out the sustainable groundwater planning project. 
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Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Board of Directors of the PETALUMA 
VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY hereby finds, determines, 
certifies, and declares as follows: 

1. That application be made to the California Department of Water Resources
to obtain a grant under the 2019 Sustainable Groundwater Management
Grant Program Planning – Round 3 pursuant to the Water Quality, Supply,
and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1) (Water Code
Section 79700 et seq.) and/or the California Drought, Water, Parks,
Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018
(Proposition 68) (Pub. Resources Code, sec. 80000et seq.), and to enter
into an agreement to receive a grant for the Petaluma Valley Groundwater
Sustainability Agency Sustainable Groundwater Planning Round 3 Project.

2. That the Chief Engineer/Director of Groundwater Management of the
Sonoma County Water Agency, acting as Plan Manager of the Petaluma
Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency, is hereby authorized and
directed to prepare the necessary data, conduct investigations, file such
grant application, execute a grant agreement with the California
Department of Water Resources for the Petaluma Valley Groundwater
Sustainability Plan Project, and take all actions necessary to implement the
grant agreement.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this day, October 24, 2019, by the
following vote:

DIRECTORS: 

Rabbitt: _____ Abelli-Amen: _____ Gorin: ______ Healy: _____ Wasem: _____ 

Ayes: _____   Noes: _____   Absent: _____ Abstain: _____ 

By:  _______________________________________ 
  David Rabbitt, Chairperson 

Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Attested by:  ________________________________ Date: October 24, 2019 
     Ann DuBay, Administrator 

 Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
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Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Action Item 

TO: Board of Directors 
FROM: Ann DuBay, Administrator 
SUBJECT: Contract Extensions 

Summary: Proposal to authorize the Administrator to execute: (1) a three-year contract 
extension with Sonoma Water for administrative services from November 1, 2019 through June 
30, 2022 for a not-to-exceed amount of $335,000 and (2) a three-year contract extension with 
the law firm of Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann & Girard, LLC, from November 1, 2019 through 
June 30, 2020 for a not-to-exceed amount of $150,000. 

Background 
Since the GSA was created in June 2017, it has issued multiple one-year contracts for services. 
These short-term contracts have allowed the GSA flexibility as it has navigated the complexities 
of agency start-up and implementation of a new state law. 

The downside of one-year contracts is that the Board spends nearly every meeting discussing 
contracts. This makes for dull meetings, and utilizes significant staff resources. In its third year 
of operations, the GSA has a better understanding of its responsibilities and contractual needs – 
and the costs associated with both. For all of these reasons, longer-term contracts (through 
development of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan) could be executed if appropriate. The 
Board reported out of a closed session in July it desires to extend the legal services contract for 
one year. 

Administrative Contract 
Since July 1, 2018, Sonoma Water has been providing administrative services to the GSA. Tasks 
include: 

• Coordination of Board meetings (six annually), including working with the Chair on
setting the agenda, posting the agenda and meeting materials, taking meeting minutes,
ensuring follow-up actions and other as-needed tasks are executed;

• Coordination of Advisory Committee meetings (six annually), including working with the
Chair and  facilitator to develop the agenda, posting the agenda and meeting materials,
and providing follow-up support for both the committee and ad hoc subcommittees;

• Coordination of member agency and inter-basin coordination staff meetings, including
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developing the agenda and meeting coordination and follow-up; 
• Financial administration of the GSA, including – under Board guidance -- development of

the budget, regular financial updates, and coordination of annual audit;
• Oversight of contracts and coordination of consultants;
• Oversight of groundwater registration program and rate/fee study and implementation;
• Assisting the Board in developing policies, and ensuring compliance with policies; and
• Day-to-day operations.

Contract Extension 
The current contract for administrative services is attached. The contract was amended in June 
to extend services through October 2019, for no additional funds. The proposed second 
amendment to the contract would extend the contract through June 30, 2022, and add a total 
of up-to $335,000 for administrative services. 

The contract assumes the following administrative services budget for the GSA: 

FY 2019-20 (current fiscal year):  $95,000 
FY 2020-21:  $120,000 
FY 2021-22:  $120,000 

The increases in the administrative budget in FY 2020-21/2021-22 reflect the experience in 
Santa Rosa Plain with a full fee/rate study, and anticipated fee implementation issues. In Santa 
Rosa Plain basin, the administrator spent significantly more time than was budgeted on 
stakeholder meetings, database development, fee issues, and development of the fee and 
registration ordinances. The budget is based on assumptions that attempted to take all factors 
into consideration, however, unforeseen circumstances may result in the need to adjust the 
contract at some point in the future. 

The rates charged in the administrative contract are Sonoma Water’s ‘grant reimbursement’ 
rate, which provides a discount of approximately 30% to the GSA. 

Legal Services Contract 
Since October, 2017, the law firm of Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann and Girard has provided 
legal services for the GSA, including: 

• Developing policies and procedures, including bylaws, conflict of interest policy,
retention of records, and purchasing policies;

• Advice on legal options for proposed rates/fees;
• Review of agenda items, on an as-needed basis;
• Participation at Board meetings, on an as-needed basis; and
• Response to questions and staff on legal issues that arise.
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The first-year contract was extended through June 30, 2019 for an additional $45,000, and was 
further amended to extend the contract (at no cost) through October 31, 2019. 

Contract Extension 
At its July Board meeting, the Board reported out of closed session that it would like to extend 
the contract for an additional three years. The proposed contract extension would be through 
June 30, 2022, for a not-to-exceed amount of $150,000. The proposed amendment would also 
adjust the rates by three percent. This would be the first rate increase since Kronick began 
providing legal services. 

The contract assumes the following legal services budget for the GSA: 

FY 2019-20 (current fiscal year):  $45,000 
FY 2020-21:  $45,000 
FY 2021-22:  $60,000 

The increases in the budget in FY 2021-22 reflect the experience in Santa Rosa Plain with a full 
fee/rate study, and anticipated fee implementation issues. In that basin, counsel spent 
significantly more time than was budgeted on legal questions regarding the fee program, and in 
developing, editing and amending the fee ordinance. The budget is based on assumptions that 
attempted to take all factors into consideration, however, unforeseen circumstances may result 
in the need to adjust the contract at some point in the future. 

Fiscal Information 
The proposed contract extensions are within the current fiscal year budget for monitoring, 
administration and legal services. 

Staff Recommendation 
Authorize the Administrator to execute proposed contract extensions for administration and 
legal services. 

List of Attachments 
1. Administrative Services Budget
2. Administrative Contract
3. Administrative Contract amendment
4. Legal Contract
5. Legal Contract amendment

Contact  
Ann DuBay, Administrator, 707-524-8378, ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov 

27

mailto:ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov


Agenda Item: 6B, Attachment 1
Meeting Date: October 24, 2019

Administrative Budget FY 2019-20

HOURS UNIT
TOTAL 
HOURS AMOUNT

Advisory Committee meetings 20 6 120 $          15,130
Board meetings 28 6 168 $          21,181
Interbasin Coordination 2 12 24 $            3,026
Contract management 2 12 24 $            3,026
Fiscal agent ($91) 14 12 173 $          15,698
Speaking/leg/public mtgs 1 12 12 $            1,513
Miscellaneous 4 12 48 $            6,052
Clerical ($85, discounted, loaded) 16 12 192 $          16,320
Registration program: Web work; 
materials; form 8 12 96 $    12,103.68
TOTAL 2019-2020 857 $          94,049

Administrative Budget 2020-21

HOURS UNIT
TOTAL 
HOURS AMOUNT

Advisory Committee meetings 20 6 120 $          15,130
Board meetings 28 6 168 $          21,181
Interbasin Coordination 2 12 24 $            3,026
Contract management 2 12 24 $            3,026
Fiscal agent 14 12 173 $          15,698
Speaking/leg/public mtgs 4 12 48 $            6,052
Miscellaneous 10 12 120 $          15,130
Clerical ($85, discounted, loaded) 16 12 192 $          16,320
Rate study (calls with consultants, 
attorneys, ad hoc & admin) 15 12 180 $          22,694
TOTAL 2020-2021 1049 $        118,256

Administrative Budget 2021-22

HOURS UNIT
TOTAL 
HOURS AMOUNT

Advisory Committee meetings 20 6 120 $          15,130
Board meetings 28 6 168 $          21,181
Interbasin Coordination 2 12 24 $            3,026
Contract management 2 12 24 $            3,026
Fiscal agent 14 12 173 $          15,698
Speaking/leg/public mtgs 4 12 48 $            6,052
Miscellaneous 10 12 120 $          15,130
Clerical ($85, discounted, loaded) 16 12 192 $          16,320
Implementation (working with assessor; 
database issues; materials) 15 12 180 $    22,694.40
TOTAL 2021-2022 1049 $        118,256
TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE, 2019-2022 $     330,561
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May 7, 2019 

Ann DuBay, Administrator 
Petaluma Valley GSA 
Sent via email to Ann.DuBay@scwa.ca.gov 

RE: Agreement to Provide Administrative Services for Petaluma Valley GSA 

Dear Ann: 

Attached is your fully signed copy of the subject agreement. 

Sincerely, 

0UJJJ-r/r 
"( 

Jennife, a 
Technical Writing Specialist 

Enc 

c: Marcus Trotta 
Accounting/Pu rch asi ng 
Lynne Rosselli 
Joan Hultberg 
Jennifer Chong 

LR T:\Pinks\05-06-2019\Letter Executing 1819-010.docx 

Sonoma 
Water 

CF/47-2-21 Petaluma Valley GSA (Agree 
To Provide Administrative Services) 
18/19-010 (ID 7070) 

404 Aviation Boulevard, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 707.526.5370 · www.sonomawater.org 
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Agreement to Provide Administrative Services for Petaluma Valley 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

This agreement ("Agreement") is by and between Sonoma County Water Agency, a body 

corporate and politic of the State of California ("Sonoma Water") and Petaluma Valley 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency, a Joint Powers Authority ("GSA"). The Effective Date of 

this Agreement is the date the Agreement is last signed by the parties to the Agreement, unless 

otherwise specified in Paragraph 5.1. 

RECITALS 

A. On January 1, 2015, comprehensive groundwater legislation collectively enacted and

referred to as the "Sustainable Groundwater Management Act" ("SGMA") became effective.

B. The stated purpose of SGMA, as set forth in California Water Code section 10720.1, is to

provide for the sustainable management of groundwater basins at a local level by providing

local groundwater agencies with the authority and technical and financial assistance

necessary to sustainably manage groundwater.

C. SGMA requires the designation of groundwater sustainability agencies for the purpose of

achieving groundwater sustainability through the adoption and implementation of

groundwater sustainability plans or an alternative plan for medium- and high-priority basins

as designated by the California Department of Water Resources.

D. GSA was created under a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement ("JPA'') entered into by and

among City of Petaluma, Sonoma Resource Conservation District ("RCD"), North Bay Water

District, Sonoma Water, and County of Sonoma.

E. Under the JPA, the GSA Board may appoint an Administrator and may contract for

administrative services with a member of the JPA. Sonoma RCD provided interim

administrator services for the initial formation period. The GSA Board now wishes to

engage the services of Sonoma Water to provide administrator services.

In consideration of the foregoing recitals and the mutual covenants contained herein, the

parties hereto agree as follows: 

1 
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AGREEMENT 

1. RECITALS 

1.1. The above recitals are true and correct. 

2. LIST OF EXHIBITS 

2.1. The following exhibits are attached hereto and incorporated herein: 

a. Exhibit A: Scope of Work 
b. Exhibit B: Sample Rates and Expenses 
c. Exhibit C: Insurance Requirements 

3. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

3.1. Sonoma Water's Specified Services: Sonoma Water shall perform the services 
described in Exhibit A (Scope of Work), within the times or by the dates provided 
for in Exhibit A and pursuant to Article 9 (Prosecution of Work). In the event of a 
conflict between the body of this Agreement and Exhibit A, the provisions in the 
body of this Agreement shall control. 

3.2. Cooperation with GSA: Sonoma Water shall cooperate with GSA in the 
performance of all work hereunder. Sonoma Water shall coordinate the work 
with GSA's Project Manager. Contact information and mailing addresses: 

Sonoma Water 
Project Manager: Marcus Trotta 
Phone: 707 547-1978 

Email: marcus.trotta@scwa.ca.gov 

Grant Manager: Joan Hultberg 
Phone: 707-547-1902 
Email: joan.hultberg@scwa.ca.gov 

404 Aviation Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-9019 

Remit payments to: 
Justin Adalio 
Same address as above or 
Email: justin.adalio@scwa.ca.gov 

GSA 
Ann Du Bay, GSA Administrator 
404 Aviation Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-9019 

Phone: (707)547-8378 
Email: ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov 

Remit invoices to: 
Same as above. 

3.3. Performance Standard and Standard of Care: Sonoma Water hereby agrees that 
all its work will be performed and that its operations shall be conducted in 
accordance with the standards of a reasonable professional having specialized 
knowledge and expertise in the services provided under this Agreement and in 
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accordance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, it being understood 
that acceptance of Sonoma Water's work by GSA shall not operate as a waiver or 
release. GSA has relied upon the professional ability and training of Sonoma 
Water as a material inducement to enter into this Agreement. If GSA determines 
that any of Sonoma Water's work is not in accordance with such level of 
competency and standard of care, GSA, in its sole discretion, shall have the right 
to do any or all of the following: (a) require Sonoma Water to meet with GSA to 
review the quality of the work and resolve matters of concern; (b) require 
Sonoma Water to repeat the work at no additional charge until it is satisfactory; 
(c) terminate this Agreement pursuant to the provisions of Article 6 
(Termination); or (d) pursue any and all other remedies at law or in equity. 

3.4. Assigned Personnel: 
a. Sonoma Water shall assign only competent personnel to perform work 

hereunder. In the event that at any time GSA, in its sole discretion, desires 
the removal of any person or persons assigned by Sonoma Water to perform 
work hereunder, Sonoma Water shall remove such person or persons 
immediately upon receiving written notice from GSA. 

b. Any and all persons identified in this Agreement or any exhibit hereto as the 
project manager, project team, or other professional performing work 
hereunder are deemed by GSA to be key personnel whose services were a 
material inducement to GSA to enter into this Agreement, and without 
whose services GSA would not have entered into this Agreement. Sonoma 
Water shall not remove, replace, substitute, or otherwise change any key 
personnel without the prior written consent of GSA. 

c. In the event that any of Sonoma Water's personnel assigned to perform 
services under this Agreement become unavailable due to resignation, 
sickness, or other factors outside of Sonoma Water's control, Sonoma Water 
shall be responsible for timely provision of adequately qualified 
replacements. 

4. PAYMENT 

4.1. Total Costs: Total costs under this Agreement shall not exceed $100,000. 

4.2. Method of Payment: Sonoma Water shall be paid current weighted labor rates, 
including overhead, for GSA staff performing work under this Agreement plus 
actual costs of applicable materials. Weighted labor rates as of August 1, 2018 
are listed in Exhibit B (Sample Rates and Expenses). Rates are subject to change. 

a. Annual Commitment of Funds under JPA. Work performed by Sonoma 
Water under this and other agreements, up to $143,333, shall be credited by 
GSA towards Sonoma Water's annual commitment of funds under the JPA 
through FY 18/19, and up to $125,000 in FY 19/20 through 20/21. 
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b. Payments Beyond Annual Commitment of Funds under JPA. Sonoma Water 
shall be paid for work that exceeds the annual commitment of funds listed in 
Paragraph 4.2.a. 

4.3. Invoices: Sonoma Water shall submit its bills in arrears on a quarterly basis, 
based on work completed for the period, in a form approved by GSA. The bills 
shall show or include: 
a. Sonoma Water name 
b. Name of Agreement 

c. GSA's Project-Activity Code X0203A002 

d. Task performed with an itemized description of services rendered by date 
e. Summary of work performed by subconsultants, as described in Paragraph 

12.3 
f. Time spent in 1/lOth hour increments 

g. Hourly rate or rates of the persons performing the task 
h. List of reimbursable materials and expenses 
i. Copies of receipts for reimbursable materials and expenses 

5. TERM OF AGREEMENT AND COMMENCEMENT OF WORK 

5.1. Term of Agreement: The term of this Agreement shall be from July 1, 2018 
("Effective Date") to October 31, 2019, unless terminated earlier in accordance 
with the provisions of Article 6 (Termination). 

5.2. Commencement of Work: Sonoma Water is authorized to proceed immediately 
with the performance of this Agreement upon the Effective Date of this 
Agreement. 

6. TERMINATION 

6.1. Either party may terminate this Agreement by giving ninety (90) calendar days 
advance written notice to the other party of its intent to terminate this 
Agreement. Sonoma Water's right to terminate may be exercised by Sonoma 
Water's General Manager. 

7. MUTUAL INDEMNIFICATION 

7.1. Each party shall indemnify, defend, protect, hold harmless, and release the 
other, its officers, agents, and employees, from and against any and all claims, 
loss, proceedings, damages, causes of action, liability, costs, or expense 
(including attorneys' fees and witness costs) arising from or in connection with, 
or caused by any act, omission, or negligence of such indemnifying party or its 
agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, or invitees. This indemnification 
obligation shall not be limited in any way by any limitation on the amount or 
type of damages or compensation payable to or for the indemnifying party or its 
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agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, or invitees under workers' 
compensation acts, disability benefit acts, or other employee benefit acts. 

8. INSURANCE 

8.1. With respect to performance of work under this Agreement, Sonoma Water shall 
maintain and shall require all of its subcontractors, consultants, and other agents 
to maintain, insurance as described in Exhibit C (Insurance Requirements). 

9. PROSECUTION OF WORK 

9.1. Performance of the services hereunder shall be completed within the time 
required herein, provided, however, that if the performance is delayed by 
earthquake, flood, high water, or other Act of God or by strike, lockout, or similar 
labor disturbances, the time for Sonoma Water's performance of this Agreement 
shall be extended by a number of days equal to the number of days Sonoma 
Water has been delayed. 

10. EXTRA OR CHANGED WORK 

10.1. Extra or changed work or other changes to the Agreement may be authorized 
only by written amendment to this Agreement, signed by both parties. Changes 
to lengthen time schedules or make minor modifications to the scope of work, 
which do not increase the amount paid under the Agreement, may be executed 
by Sonoma County Water Agency's General Manager in a form approved by 
County Counsel. The parties expressly recognize that GSA personnel are without 
authorization to order all other extra or changed work or waive Agreement 
requirements. Failure of Sonoma Water to secure such written authorization for 
extra or changed work shall constitute a waiver of any and all right to adjustment 
in the Agreement price or Agreement time due to such unauthorized work and 
thereafter Sonoma Water shall be entitled to no compensation whatsoever for 
the performance of such work. Sonoma Water further expressly waives any and 
all right or remedy by way of restitution and quantum meruit for any and all 
extra work performed without such express and prior written authorization of 
GSA. 

11. DEMAND FOR ASSURANCE 

11.1. Each party to this Agreement undertakes the obligation that the other's 
expectation of receiving due performance will not be impaired. When 
reasonable grounds for insecurity arise with respect to the performance of either 
party, the other may in writing demand adequate assurance of due performance 
and until such assurance is received may, if commercially reasonable, suspend 
any performance for which the agreed return has not been received. 
"Commercially reasonable" includes not only the conduct of a party with respect 
to performance under this Agreement, but also conduct with respect to other 
agreements with parties to this Agreement or others. After receipt of a justified 
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demand, failure to provide within a reasonable time, but not exceeding thirty 
(30) days, such assurance of due performance as is adequate under the 
circumstances of the particular case is a repudiation of this Agreement. 
Acceptance of any improper delivery, service, or payment does not prejudice the 
aggrieved party's right to demand adequate assurance of future performance. 
Nothing in this Article 11 limits GSA's right to terminate this Agreement pursuant 
to Article 6 (Termination). 

12. ASSIGNMENT AND DELEGATION 

12.1. Consent: Neither party hereto shall assign, delegate, sublet, or transfer any 
interest in or duty under this Agreement without the prior written consent of the 
other, and no such transfer shall be of any force or effect whatsoever unless and 
until the other party shall have so consented. 

12.2. Subcontracts: Notwithstanding the foregoing, Sonoma Water may enter into 
subcontracts with the subconsultants specifically identified herein. If no 
subconsultants are listed, then no subconsultants will be utilized in the 
performance of the work specified in this Agreement. 

12.3. Summary of Subconsu/tants' Work: Sonoma Water shall provide GSA with a 
summary of work performed by subconsultants with each invoice submitted 
under Paragraph 4.3. Such summary shall identify the individuals performing 
work on behalf of subconsultants and the total amount paid to subconsultant, 
broken down by the tasks listed in the Scope of Work. 

13. METHOD AND PLACE OF GIVING NOTICE. SUBMITTING BILLS. AND MAKING 
PAYMENTS 

13.1. Method of Delivery: All notices, bills, and payments shall be made in writing and 
shall be given by personal delivery, U.S. Mail, courier service, or electronic 
means. Notices, bills, and payments shall be addressed as specified in Paragraph 
3.2. 

13.2. Receipt: When a notice, bill, or payment is given by a generally recognized 
overnight courier service, the notice, bill, or payment shall be deemed received 
on the next business day. When a copy of a notice, bill, or payment is sent by 
electronic means, the notice, bill, or payment shall be deemed received upon 
transmission as long as (1) the original copy of the notice, bill, or payment is 
deposited in the U.S. mail and postmarked on the date of the electronic 
transmission (for a payment, on or before the due date), (2) the sender has a 
written confirmation of the electronic transmission, and (3) the electronic 
transmission is transmitted before 5 p.m. (recipient's time). In all other 
instances, notices, bills, and payments shall be effective upon receipt by the 
recipient. Changes may be made in the names and addresses of the person to 
whom notices are to be given by giving notice pursuant to this Article 13. 
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14. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

14.1. No Waiver of Breach: The waiver by GSA of any breach of any term or promise 
contained in this Agreement shall not be deemed to be a waiver of such term or 
promise or any subsequent breach of the same or any other term or promise 
contained in this Agreement. 

14.2. Construction: To the fullest extent allowed by law, the provisions of this 
Agreement shall be construed and given effect in a manner that avoids any 
violation of statute, ordinance, regulation, or law. The parties covenant and 
agree that in the event that any provision of this Agreement is held by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void, or unenforceable, the remainder of 
the provisions hereof shall remain in full force and effect and shall in no way be 
affected, impaired, or invalidated thereby. Sonoma Water and GSA acknowledge 
that they have each contributed to the making of this Agreement and that, in the 
event of a dispute over the interpretation of this Agreement, the language of the 
Agreement will not be construed against one party in favor of the other. 
Sonoma Water and GSA acknowledge that they have each had an adequate 
opportunity to consult with counsel in the negotiation and preparation of this 
Agreement. 

14.3. Consent: Wherever in this Agreement the consent or approval of one party is 
required to an act of the other party, such consent or approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld or delayed. 

14.4. No Third Party Beneficiaries: Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be 
construed to create and the parties do not intend to create any rights in third 
parties. 

14.5. Applicable Law and Forum: This Agreement shall be construed and interpreted 
according to the substantive law of California, regardless of the law of conflicts 
to the contrary in any jurisdiction. Any action to enforce the terms of this 
Agreement or for the breach thereof shall be brought and tried in Santa Rosa or 
in the forum nearest to the City of Santa Rosa, in the County of Sonoma. 

14.6. Captions: The captions in this Agreement are solely for convenience of 
reference. They are not a part of this Agreement and shall have no effect on its 
construction or interpretation. 

14.7. Merger: This writing is intended both as the final expression of the Agreement 
between the parties hereto with respect to the included terms and as a 
complete and exclusive statement of the terms of the Agreement, pursuant to 
Code of Civil Procedure section 1856. Each Party acknowledges that, in entering 
into this Agreement, it has not relied on any representation or undertaking, 
whether oral or in writing, other than those which are expressly set forth in this 
Agreement. No modification of this Agreement shall be effective unless and 
until such modification is evidenced by a writing signed by both parties. 
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14.8. Survival af Terms: All express representations, waivers, indemnifications, and 

limitations of liability included in this Agreement will survive its completion or 

termination for any reason. 

14.9. Time of Essence: Time is and shall be of the essence of this Agreement and every 

provision hereof. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the date last 
signed by the parties to the Agreement. 

Reviewed as to funds: 
-.._/ //J - /) // ' 

By: ~~ /:f~ 
se{?o; County Water Agency 
Division Manager - Administrative 
Services 

Approved as to form: 

Sonoma County Water Agency Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency, a Joint Powers Authority 

By~ 
Ann DuBay,Adminiator avis 

Gene al Manager 
Authorized per Sonoma County Water 
Agency's Board of Directors Action on 
December 4, 2018 

Date: - ~- :/4=---+-"-/2 -+---1 __ 

TW 18/19-010 
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Exhibit A 

Scope of Work 

1. TASKS 

1.1. Task 1: GSA Board Meeting Activities 
a. In consultation with the GSA Board Chair and Plan Manager, prepare agendas 

for up to six Board meetings per year 
b. Notice all meetings in accordance with the Brown Act 
c. Staff all meetings and record minutes 
d. Facilitate Board Member trainings and compliance, including filing of Form 

700s, and maintain records of trainings and disclosures 
e. Establish and maintain list of GSA Directors and Alternate Directors 
f. Work with GSA Legal Counsel to amend Bylaws and board policies as needed, 

for Board consideration 
g. Facilitate Board review of Advisory Committee candidates and appointments 

h. Develop Draft Budget for Board consideration 

1.2. Task 2: Advisory Committee Meeting Activities 
a. In consultation with Plan Manager and facilitator, prepare agendas for up to 

eight Advisory Committee meetings per year 

b. Prepare and maintain contract for a facilitator 
c. With GSA Board develop process for Advisory Committee appointments and 

receive applications and review for completeness 
d. Notice meetings in accordance with the Brown Act 

e. Staff Advisory Committee meetings and record minutes 
f. Pursuant to Board direction, develop annual workplan and schedule for 

Advisory Committee meetings 
g. Establish and maintain list of Advisory Committee members, including terms 
h. Provide options and ensure records for AB 1234 Ethics Training and Brown 

Act Training for Advisory Committee members 

1.3. Task 3: Contract and Fiscal Management 
a. Solicit and prepare contracts for Board consideration for GSA-related 

professional services including but not limited to meeting legal counsel, 
facilitator, auditor, and consultants for fee study. This does not include 
technical consulting services related to Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
preparation, which would be solicited and prepared by the Plan Manager and 
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reviewed by the Administrator prior to Board consideration. Legal review of 
contracts will be provided by GSA legal counsel. 

b. Prepare contract for technical consultants 

c. Serve as Fiscal Agent, including accounts payable and receivable, financial 
reporting to Board, and facilitating the audit 

d. Process checks and payments to be sent through the County of Sonoma and 
assist with audit preparations. 

e. Invoice participating entities in accordance with the JPA 

f. Obtain and maintain insurance for the GSA, with requirements as specified as 
the GSA Board. 

1.4. Task 4: Miscellaneous 
a. File necessary paperwork for the Department of Water Resources, Secretary 

of State, and Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) 
b. Provide and review documents for the Website 
c. Review media advisories 

d. Arrange and participate in Public Workshops as needed 
e. Assist with grant applications as needed 

f. Maintain all official records of GSA and respond to Public Records Act 
requests as needed 

g. Coordinate legislative advocacy activities as needed 
h. Participate in industry training, workshops, and professional associations as 

needed 
i. Coordinate with Administrators from other Sonoma County basins 

j. Coordinate meeting schedules and prepare agendas for up to 12 meetings 
annually with member agency staff 

k. Submit invoices 

2. DELIVERABLES 

2.1. Submit one electronic copy in PDF format (emailed, on CD, or via internet) of 
each final deliverable to GSA. 

Agreement to Provide Administrative Services for Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency A-2 

40



Exhibit B 

Sample Rates and Expenses 

Title Hourly Rate* 

Administrator $126,08 
Clerical $85.00 
Accountant Ill $91.00 
Technical Writing Specialist $91.00 
Account Clerk $63.00 

Expenses Cost 

Snacks for Board and Advisory Committee meetings at cost 
Printing at cost 
Postage/mailing at cost 
Mileage for personal car $0.535 per mile or 

current IRS rate 
Rates as of August 1, 2018 Rates subject to change. 
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Exhibit C 

Insurance Requirements 

Sonoma Water shall maintain insurance and/or self-insurance as described below unless 
such insurance has been expressly waived in writing by GSA. 

a. Workers Compensation insurance with statutory limits as required by the Labor Code of 
the State of California, and Employers Liability with minimum limits of $1,000,000 per 
accident; $1,000,000 disease per employee; $1,000,000 disease per policy. 

b. Commercial General Liability Insurance with Minimum Limits: $1,000,000 per 
occurrence; $2,000,000 general aggregate; $2,000,000 products/completed operations 
aggregate. The required limits may be provided by a combination of General Liability 
Insurance and Commercial Umbrella Liability Insurance. 

1. Any deductible or self-insured retention shall be shown on the Certificate of 
Insurance. Sonoma Water is responsible for any deductible or self-insured retention 
and shall fund it upon GSA's written request, regardless of whether Sonoma Water 
has a claim against the insurance or is named as a party in any action involving GSA. 

2. GSA shall be endorsed as an additional insured for liability arising out of operations 
by, or on behalf of, Sonoma Water in the performance of this Agreement. 

3. The insurance provided to the additional insureds shall be primary to, and non-
contributory with, any insurance or self-insurance program maintained by them. 

4. The policy shall cover inter-insured suits between the additional insureds and 
Sonoma Water and include a "separation of insureds" or "severability" clause which 
treats each insured separately. 

c. Automobile Liability Insurance with Minimum Limit of $1,000,000 combined single limit 
per accident. Automobile Insurance shall apply to all owned, hired, and non-owned 
autos. 

d. Professional Liability/Errors and Omissions Insurance with Minimum Limit of $1,000,000 
per claim or per occurrence. Any deductible or self-insured retention shall be shown on 
the Certificate of Insurance. 

e. The Certificate of Insurance must include the following reference: Petaluma Valley 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency. 

f. All required Evidence of Insurance shall be submitted to GSA within 3 business days of 
the Effective Date. Sonoma Water agrees to maintain current Evidence of Insurance on 
file with GSA for the entire term of this Agreement. 

g. The name and address for Additional Insured endorsements and Certificates of 
Insurance is: Sonoma Water, Attn Ann Du Bay, 404 Aviation Blvd., Santa Rosa, CA 95403. 

h. Required Evidence of Insurance shall be submitted for any renewal or replacement of a 
policy that already exists, at least ten (10) business days before expiration or other 
termination of the existing policy. 
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i. Sonoma Water shall provide GSA immediate written notice if any of the required 
insurance policies are terminated. 

j. Sonoma Water's indemnity and other obligations shall not be limited by these insurance 
requirements. 
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AMENDMENT NO. 2 
to the 

AGREEMENT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
between the 

PETALUMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
and the 

SONOMA COUNTY WATER AGENCY 
Dated May 7, 2019  

This Amendment No. 2 ("Amendment') to the Contract Administrative services between the 
Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("Agency") and the Sonoma County Water 
Agency ("Consultant") dated May 7, 2019 is made and entered into this 24th day of October, 
2019. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, Agency and Consultant executed the Agreement for Administrative Services 
Related to Sustainable Groundwater Management Act; and 

WHEREAS, Agency desires to amend the Contract to extend the Term of the Contract 
and increase the not-to-exceed total payments amount. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED by the parties hereto to amend the Contract 
as follows: 

1. Term:  The Term of the Contract, as set forth in the preamble of the Contract and
Exhibit A, is hereby extended until June 30, 2022. 

2. Compensation: The text of section 4.1 of the Contract is hereby amended to read:
“Total costs under this Agreement shall not exceed $100,000 $435,000.” 

3. Annual Commitment of Funds: The text of Section 4.2 (a) of the Contract is hereby
amended to read: “Work performed by Sonoma Water under this and other agreements, up to 
$143,333, shall be credited by GSA towards Sonoma Water’s annual commitment of funds under 
the JPA through FY 18/19, and up to $125,000 in FY 19/20 through 20/21 21/22. 

4. Except as expressly provided herein, nothing in this Amendment shall be deemed
to waive or modify any of the other provisions of the Contract. In the event of any conflict between 
this Amendment and the Contract, the terms of this Amendment No. 2 shall prevail. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Amendment as the date herein 
set forth. 

SONOMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: 
David Rabbitt, Chairman 

SONOMA COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

By: 

Grant Davis, General Manager 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
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By: 
Scott Morris, General Counsel 
Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
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LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

This Agreement dated as of October 23, 2017 (“Effective Date”), is made by and 
between the Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“Agency”) and 
Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann and Girard (“Attorney”).  This Agreement is required by 
Business and Professions Code Section 6148 and is intended to fulfill its requirements. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, Attorney specializes in water law, and has significant experience and 
recognized expertise in providing general and special counsel services to public agencies 
throughout California, and 

WHEREAS,  the Agency Board has authorized the Interim Administrator to enter 
into a legal service agreement with the Attorney on behalf of the Agency for an amount up 
to $60,000; and 

WHEREAS, the Agency Board has determined that Attorney’s assistance is 
needed to provide General Counsel Services. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, 
the parties agree as follows: 

AGREEMENT 

1. Services.  Attorney will provide General Counsel Services to the Agency, which may
include general public agency governance, public meetings and public records issues,
water rights, intergovernmental agreements with other groundwater sustainability
agencies or public agencies, revenue options, and public contracting issues.  Such
requests shall be made through the Agency Board and/or Interim Administrator and
Attorney shall always keep the Agency adequately informed of the matters Attorney is
handling.  Attorney shall keep the Agency fully advised of the progress in each matter.
Attorney shall provide the Agency with periodic updates, as may be appropriate.
Further detail on services to be provided through this agreement is included in Exhibit
A, Scope of Services.

2. Compensation.  Compensation to Attorney for services shall be at the rates set forth in
Exhibit B, provided however that total payments hereunder shall not exceed $60,000.
The rates set forth in Exhibit B shall not be adjusted without a formal amendment to
this Agreement.

3. Term.  The term of this Agreement shall commence upon the Effective Date and shall
terminate on June 30, 2018.

4. Standard of Care.  The Agency has relied on the professional ability, professional
experience, and training of Attorney as a material inducement to enter into this
Agreement.  Attorney warrants that all work will be performed in accordance with
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generally accepted and applicable professional practices and standards as well as the 
requirements of applicable federal, state and local laws, it being understood that 
acceptance by Agency of work performed by Attorney shall not operate as or be 
interpreted to be a waiver or release. 

5. Attorney’s Key Personnel.  The parties identified in this section as the work team,
project manager, or other professional providing services under this Agreement, are
key persons, whose services are a material inducement to Agency to enter into this
Agreement, and without whose services Agency would not have entered into this
Agreement.  Except for matters requiring less than 3 hours of recorded time per
personnel, Attorney shall assign no other personnel to this Project without the written
approval of the Agency.  Key personnel shall be as follows:

Scott A. Morris, Shareholder 
Maggie W. Stern, Associate 
Eric N. Robinson, Shareholder 
Stanley C. Powell, Associate 
Jonathan P. Christy, Shareholder 
David W. Tyra, Shareholder 
Holly Roberson, Associate 

6. Billing and Timekeeping.  Billing statements shall be provided to the Agency on a
monthly basis, and shall include the following information:

a. The date and time spent performing services.  Minimum billing times shall not
exceed one-tenth of an hour.

b. Summary description of the services performed regarding the designated matter,
with a separate time allocation for each function (e.g., telephone calls, research,
drafting);

c. Total fees and costs of the matter to date.

d. For any extraordinary expenses, the invoice must include the date and who gave
prior approval for incurring such expense.

e. All invoices submitted must include the following statement signed by the firm’s
supervising attorney:

“I have personally examined this billing statement.  All entries are 
in accordance with the Legal Services Agreement, are correct and  
reasonable for the services performed and the costs incurred, and  
no item on this statement has been previously billed to the   
Agency.” 
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7. Non-Reimbursable Services.  Attorney shall not be reimbursed for any of the
following expenses: 

a. Unnecessary messenger or express mail charges.

b. Normal overhead functions such as word processing or typing time, scheduling of
depositions, ordering records, calendaring functions, filing, indexing, proofreading
or copying time, or any other procedures that are of a secretarial nature.

c. Meals, overtime, office supplies, or attorney time for preparation of bills or audit
responses.

d. Expenses for experts or Attorneys that have been retained without the prior written
approval of the Agency.

e. Photocopying charges in excess of $25.00 in any billing cycle without prior written
approval of the Agency.

f. Office supplies, local telephone charges, per-page fax charges, conference call line
charges, routine mail, etc.

g. Intra-office conferencing time of more than one attorney for routine matters, unless
such conference involves expert opinion.

h. Replacement attorney learning time or other ramp-up learning costs.

7. Direction and Extraordinary Expenses.  All direction and control of Attorney’s work
under this agreement will be by the Agency.  Attorney shall seek pre-approval from the
Agency for all extraordinary expenses before the same is incurred by Attorney.  By way
of example, extraordinary expenses shall include expenses for preparing complex
motions, undertaking significant legal research or substantial drafting, retaining experts
and Attorneys, and out-of-town travel other than that associated with Agency Board
meetings.

8. Termination.  This Agreement may be terminated by the Agency at any time, subject
to equitable proportional payments due to Attorney.  All files, written material, and
documents will be transferred to the Agency upon such termination.  Attorney will be
available to consult with the Agency or, should one be retained, with the Agency’s
new attorney with respect to facts and circumstances of any matters previously worked
on by Attorney for a reasonable period of time following such termination.

9. Withdrawal.  Attorney may withdraw as permitted under the Rules of Professional
Conduct of the State Bar of California.

10. No Suspension or Debarment.  Attorney warrants that it is not presently debarred,
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from
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participation in covered transactions by any federal department or agency.  Attorney 
also warrants that it is not suspended or debarred from receiving federal funds as listed 
in the List of Parties Excluded from Federal Procurement or Non-procurement 
Programs issued by the General Services Administration.  If the Attorney becomes 
debarred, Attorney has the obligation to inform the Agency. 

11. Status of Attorney.  The parties intend that Attorney, in performing the services under
this Agreement, shall be an independent contractor and shall control the work and the
manner in which it is performed.  Attorney shall acquire no rights or status in the
service of the Agency.  Attorney is not to be considered an agent or employee of the
Agency and is not entitled to participate in any pension plan, insurance, bonus, or
similar benefits the Agency provides its employees.  In the event the Agency exercises
its right to terminate this Agreement pursuant to the terms herein, Attorney expressly
agrees that Attorney shall have no recourse or right of appeal under rules, regulations,
ordinances, or laws applicable to employees.

12. Modification.  If, during the term of this Agreement, it becomes necessary to amend
or add to its terms, conditions, scope or requirements, such amendment or addition
shall only be made after mutual agreement of Attorney and the Agency and by way of
execution of a written modification to this Agreement.

13. Insurance.  With respect to performance of work under this Agreement, Attorney shall
maintain and require all of its subcontractors, Attorneys, and other agents to maintain,
insurance as described in Exhibit C, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein,
by this reference.

14. Indemnity.   Attorney agrees to accept responsibility for loss or damage to any person
or entity, and to defend, indemnify, hold harmless, and release the Agency, its officers,
agents, and employees, from and against any and all actions, claims, damages,
liabilities, or expenses that may be asserted by any person or entity, including
Attorney, arising out of or in connection with the negligent performance or willful
misconduct of Attorney hereunder, whether or not there is concurrent negligence on
the part of the Agency, but excluding liability due to the sole or active negligence or
due to the willful misconduct of the Agency.  This indemnification obligation is not
limited in any way by any limitation on the amount or type of damages or
compensation payable to or for Attorney or its agents under workers’ compensation
acts, disability benefits acts, or other employee benefit acts.  In addition, Attorney
shall be liable to the Agency for any loss or damage to Agency property arising from
or in connection with Attorney’s negligent performance or willful misconduct
hereunder.

15. Rules of Professional Conduct.  Nothing contained herein shall be construed to relieve
Attorney of Attorney’s obligations under the Rules of Professional Conduct.
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16. Merger.  This Agreement contains the entire agreement of the parties.  No other
agreement, statement or promise made on or before the effective date of this
agreement will be binding on the parties.

17. Taxes.  Attorney agrees to file federal and state tax returns and pay all applicable
taxes on amounts paid pursuant to this Agreement and shall be solely liable and
responsible to pay such taxes and other obligations, including, but not limited to, state
and federal income and FICA taxes.  Attorney agrees to indemnify and hold the
Agency harmless from any liability which it may incur to the United States or to the
State of California as a consequence of Attorney’s failure to pay, when due, all such
taxes and obligations.  If the Agency is audited for compliance regarding any
withholding or other applicable taxes, Attorney agrees to furnish the Agency with
proof of payment of taxes on these earnings.

18. Conflict of Interest.  Attorney covenants that Attorney presently has no interest and
shall not acquire any interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict in any manner or
degree with the performance of the services hereunder.  Where the Agency deems that
there is an actual or potential conflict of interest in Attorney representing another party
in a matter, the Agency must waive any such actual or potential conflict before
Attorney may represent such other party.

19. Waiver of Conflicts.  Nothing contained herein shall be construed to relieve Attorney
of their obligations under the Rules of Professional Conduct.  With respect to the
Rules of Professional Responsibility and related case authorities as they relate to
representation of parties with adverse interests, Petaluma Valley Groundwater
Sustainability Agency agrees that Attorney’s undertaking to represent Petaluma Valley
Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to this Agreement will not generally act
as a bar so as to prevent Attorney from representing any existing or future client with
respect to a transaction adverse to Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability
Agency, so long as in the course of representing Petaluma Valley Groundwater
Sustainability Agency Attorneys have not obtained any information that would be
adverse and material to Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s
interests with respect to such transaction.  Attorney has disclosed to Petaluma Valley
Groundwater Sustainability Agency and the County Counsel’s office that Attorney
represents a broad array of clients across the full spectrum of issues affecting real
property, including but not limited to zoning, land use, and entitlements in many
jurisdictions throughout California, so Attorney may, now or in the future, represent
entities or individuals that own, acquire, or seek to develop land within the Petaluma
Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s project areas and/or within Sonoma
County.  In the event that those individuals or entities seek governmental approvals
from the Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency, Petaluma Valley
Groundwater Sustainability Agency consents to Attorney’s representation of such
individuals or entities in connection with those approvals and will not seek to
disqualify Attorney from representing such individuals or entities in connection with
such approvals, provided that (1) the individual Attorney directly involved in
representing Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to this
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Agreement will not represent those other clients in seeking approvals from Petaluma 
Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency and (2) Attorney has not obtained any 
information during the course of representing Petaluma Valley Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency pursuant to this Agreement that would be adverse and material 
to Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s interests with respect to such 
later representation. 

20. Nondiscrimination.  Attorney shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local
laws, rules and regulations in regard to nondiscrimination in employment because of
race, color, ancestry, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, age, medical
condition, pregnancy, disability, sexual orientation, or other prohibited basis, including
without limitation the Agency’s Non-Discrimination Policy.  All nondiscrimination
rules or regulations required by law to be included in this Agreement are incorporated
by this reference.

21. Assignment and Delegation.  Neither party hereto shall assign, delegate, sublet, or
transfer any interest in or duty under this Agreement without the prior written consent
of the other, and no such transfer shall be of any force or effect whatsoever unless and
until the other party shall have so consented.

22. Method and Place of Giving Notice, Submitting Bills and Making Payments.  All
notices, bills, and payments shall be made in writing and may be given by personal
delivery or by mail.  Notices, bills, and payments sent by mail shall be addressed as
follows:

Agency: Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Valerie Minton Quinto, Interim Administrator 
1221 Farmers Lane, Suite F 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405 
707-569-1448 x102
vminton@sonomarcd.org

Attorney: Scott A. Morris 
Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann and Girard 
400 Capitol Mall, 27th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916-321-4500
smorris@kmtg.com

And when so addressed, shall be deemed given upon deposit in the United States mail, 
postage prepaid.  In all other instances, notices, bills, and payments shall be deemed given 
at the time of actual delivery.  Changes may be made in the names and addresses of the 
person to whom notices, bills, and payments are to be given by giving notice pursuant to 
this paragraph. 
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22. No Waiver of Breach.  The waiver by the Agency of any breach of any term or
promise contained in this Agreement shall not be deemed to be a waiver of such term or
promise or any subsequent breach of the same or any other term or promise contained in
this Agreement.

23. Applicable Law and Forum.  This Agreement shall be construed and interpreted
according to California Law, and any action or proceeding to enforce this Agreement or
for the breach thereof shall be brought or tried in the County of Sonoma.

24. Records.  Attorney shall retain (in either physical or electronic form) all records
(except for original time records) for a period consistent with the Agency’s Records
retention Policy, when one is adopted; or, alternatively, if Attorney’s own internal
retention policy is for a period less than that provided under the Agency’s retention policy,
Attorney shall after expiration of its own internal retention period, forward the records to
the Agency for retention.  In no event shall Attorney destroy or otherwise purge any
records without providing the Agency with at least thirty (30) days written notice.
Records will be made available to the Agency upon request for audit purposes.  Attorney
will maintain both invoices of costs and primary records in order that such auditing may
occur.
25. Statutory Compliance/Living Wage Ordinance.  Attorney agrees to comply with, and
to ensure compliance with from its subcontractors, all applicable federal, state and local
laws, regulations, statutes and policies applicable to the services provided under this
Agreement as they exist now and as they are changed, amended or modified during the
term of this Agreement.  Noncompliance during the term of the Agreement will be
considered a material breach and may result in termination of the Agreement or pursuit of
other legal or administrative remedies.

26. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts and all
counterparts so executed shall constitute one agreement that shall be binding on all of the
parties, notwithstanding that all of the parties are not signatory to the original or same
counterpart.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of 
the Effective Date. 

Dated: _____________, 20__  Attorney: 

By:__________________________ 

Dated: ____________, 20__ Agency: 

By:__________________________ 
      Valerie Minton Quinto  
      Interim Administrator 
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EXHIBIT A 
SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Services provided under this agreement will include, but may not be limited to, the 
following: 

1. Attendance at all Agency Board Meetings, unless informed by Agency that
attendance is not necessary at a particular meeting. The current schedule of
meetings through June 2018 is as follows:
Petaluma Valley:
October 26, 2017
January 25, 2018
March 22, 2018
May 24, 2018
Meetings are held at 4:00 pm at the Petaluma Community Center, 320 N.
McDowell Blvd., Petaluma.

2. Work with Agency staff and Board to develop bylaws and a conflict of interest
code, and other policies as needed.

3. Advise Agency Board and staff as needed on compliance with the Brown Act,
Public Records Act, and other applicable laws

4. Draft and/or review service agreements as needed.
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EXHIBIT B 
RATES 

Attorney Level Rate 
Shareholder $320/hour 
Associate $280/hour 
Photocopying $0.10/page 
Computer-assisted research At cost 
Travel expenses At cost 
Delivery charges At cost 
Fees assessed by courts and administrative agencies At cost 
Prior approved costs for experts and consultants At cost 
All other direct expenses At cost 
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EXHIBIT C  
INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

With respect to performance of work under this Agreement, Attorney shall maintain and 
shall require all of its subcontractors, Attorneys, and other agents to maintain insurance as 
described below unless such insurance has been expressly waived by the attachment of a 
Waiver of Insurance Requirements. Any requirement for insurance to be maintained after 
completion of the work shall survive this Agreement. 

The Agency reserves the right to review any and all of the required insurance policies 
and/or endorsements, but has no obligation to do so. Failure to demand evidence of full 
compliance with the insurance requirements set forth in this Agreement or failure to 
identify any insurance deficiency shall not relieve Attorney from, nor be construed or 
deemed a waiver of, its obligation to maintain the required insurance at all times during 
the performance of this Agreement. 

1. Workers Compensation and Employers Liability Insurance.
a. Required if Attorney has employees as defined by the Labor Code of the State

of California.
b. Workers Compensation insurance with statutory limits as required by the

Labor Code of the State of California.
c. Employers Liability with minimum limits of $1,000,000 per Accident;

$1,000,000 Disease per employee; $1,000,000 Disease per policy.
d. Required Evidence of Insurance: Certificate of Insurance.

If Attorney currently has no employees as defined by the Labor Code of the State of 
California, Attorney agrees to obtain the above-specified Workers Compensation and 
Employers Liability insurance should employees be engaged during the term of this 
Agreement or any extensions of the term. 

2. General Liability Insurance.
a. Commercial General Liability Insurance on a standard occurrence form, no less

broad than Insurance Services Office (ISO) form CG 00 01.
b. Minimum Limits: $1,000,000 per Occurrence; $2,000,000 General Aggregate;

$2,000,000 Products/Completed Operations Aggregate. The required limits
may be provided by a combination of General Liability Insurance and
Commercial Excess or Umbrella Liability Insurance. If Attorney maintains
higher limits than the specified minimum limits, the Agency requires and shall
be entitled to coverage for the higher limits maintained by Attorney.

c. Any deductible or self-insured retention shall be shown on the Certificate of
Insurance. If the deductible or self-insured retention exceeds $25,000 it must
be approved in advance by the Agency. Attorney is responsible for any
deductible or self-insured retention and shall fund it upon Agency’s written
request, regardless of whether Attorney has a claim against the insurance or is
named as a party in any action involving the Agency.
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d. Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency, its Member Agencies,
officers, agents and employees shall be additional insureds for liability arising
out of operations by or on behalf of the Attorney in the performance of this
Agreement.

e. The insurance provided to the additional insureds shall be primary to, and non-
contributory with, any insurance or self-insurance program maintained by
them.

f. The policy definition of “insured contract” shall include assumptions of
liability arising out of both ongoing operations and the products-completed
operations hazard (broad form contractual liability coverage including the “f”
definition of insured contract in ISO form CG 00 01, or equivalent).

g. The policy shall cover inter-insured suits between the additional insureds and
Attorney and include a “separation of insureds” or “severability” clause which
treats each insured separately.

h. Required Evidence of Insurance:
i. Certificate of Insurance.

3. Automobile Liability Insurance.
a. Minimum Limit: $1,000,000 combined single limit per accident. The required

limits may be provided by a combination of Automobile Liability Insurance
and Commercial Excess or Umbrella Liability Insurance.

b. Insurance shall cover all owned autos. If Attorney currently owns no autos,
Attorney agrees to obtain such insurance should any autos be acquired during
the term of this Agreement or any extensions of the term.

c. Insurance shall cover hired and non-owned autos.
d. Required Evidence of Insurance: Certificate of Insurance.

4. Professional Liability/Errors and Omissions Insurance.
a. Minimum Limit: $1,000,000 per claim or per occurrence.
b. Any deductible or self-insured retention shall be shown on the Certificate of

Insurance.
c. If the insurance is on a Claims-Made basis, the retroactive date shall be no later

than the commencement of the work.
d. Coverage applicable to the work performed under this Agreement shall be

continued for two (2) years after completion of the work. Such continuation
coverage may be provided by one of the following: (1) renewal of the existing
policy; (2) an extended reporting period endorsement; or (3) replacement
insurance with a retroactive date no later than the commencement of the work
under this Agreement.

e. Required Evidence of Insurance: Certificate of Insurance.

5. Standards for Insurance Companies.
Insurers, other than the California State Compensation Insurance Fund, shall have
an A.M. Best's rating of at least A:VII.
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6. Documentation.
a. The Certificate of Insurance must include the following reference: Petaluma

Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency– Legal Services Agreement.
b. All required Evidence of Insurance shall be submitted prior to the execution of

this Agreement. Attorney agrees to maintain current Evidence of Insurance on
file with the Agency for the entire term of this Agreement and any additional
periods if specified in Sections 1 – 4 above.

c. The name and address for Additional Insured endorsements and Certificates of
Insurance is:

Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Attn: Valerie Minton Quinto, Executive Director, 
Sonoma Resource Conservation District 
1221 Farmers Lane, Suite F  
Santa Rosa, CA  95405 

d. Required Evidence of Insurance shall be submitted for any renewal or
replacement of a policy that already exists, at least ten (10) days before
expiration or other termination of the existing policy.

e. Attorney shall provide immediate written notice if: (1) any of the required
insurance policies is terminated; (2) the limits of any of the required policies
are reduced; or (3) the deductible or self-insured retention is increased.

f. Upon written request, certified copies of required insurance policies must be
provided within thirty (30) days.

7. Policy Obligations.
Attorney's indemnity and other obligations shall not be limited by the foregoing
insurance requirements.

8. Material Breach.
If Attorney fails to maintain insurance which is required pursuant to this Agreement, it
shall be deemed a material breach of this Agreement. The Agency at its sole option,
may terminate this Agreement and obtain damages from Attorney resulting from said
breach. Alternatively, the Agency may purchase the required insurance, and without
further notice to Attorney, the Agency may deduct from sums due to Attorney any
premium costs advanced by the Agency for such insurance. These remedies shall be in
addition to any other remedies available to the Agency.
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AMENDMENT NO. 4 
to the 

LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
between the 

PETALUMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
and the 

KRONICK, MOSKOVITZ, TIEDEMANN AND GIRARD 
Dated October 23, 2017 

This Amendment No. 4 ("Amendment') to the Legal Services Agreement ("Contract") between the 
Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("Agency") and Kronick, Moskovitz, 
Tiedemann and Girard ("Attorney") dated October 23, 2017 is made and entered into this 24th day 
of October, 2019. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, Agency and Attorney executed the Legal Services Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, Agency desires to amend the Contract to extend the Term of the Contract. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED by the parties hereto to amend the Contract 
as follows: 

1. Term:  The Term of the Contract, as set forth in section 3 of the Contract, is hereby
extended until June 30, 2022. 

2. Compensation: The text of section 2 of the Contract is hereby amended to read:
“Compensation to Attorney for services shall be at the rates set forth in Exhibit B, provided 
however that total payments hereunder shall not exceed $60,000 $65,000 $104,000 $254,000.  
The rates set forth in Exhibit B shall not be adjusted without a formal amendment to this 
Agreement.” 

3. Rates:  Exhibit B, Rates, is amended as follows:

Attorney Level Rate 
Shareholder $330/hour 
Associate $290/hour 
Photocopying $0.10/page 
Computer-assisted research At cost 
Travel expenses At cost 
Delivery charges At cost 
Fees assessed by courts and administrative agencies At cost 
Prior approved costs for experts and consultants At cost 
All other direct expenses At cost 

4. Except as expressly provided herein, nothing in this Amendment shall be deemed
to waive or modify any of the other provisions of the Contract. In the event of any conflict between 
this Amendment and the Contract, the terms of this Amendment No. 4 shall prevail. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Amendment as the date herein 
set forth. 

PETALUMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: 
Ann DuBay, Administrator 
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KRONICK, MOSKOVITZ, TIEDEMANN AND GIRARD 

By: 
Scott Morris, Attorney 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

By: 
Scott Morris, General Counsel 
Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
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Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Action Item 

TO: Board of Directors 
FROM: Ann DuBay, Administrator 
SUBJECT: Advisory Committee Opening 

Summary: Consider appointing Rebecca Ng to fill the current Advisory Committee “at-large 
community representative” seat. 

Background 
The Joint Powers Authority (Exhibit B) requires the creation of a 10-member Advisory 
Committee to the Agency Board of Directors. Five of the members are appointed by member 
agencies and five are appointed by the Board. Of the five Board appointments, one is a 
representative of the community-at-large. 

Scott Tweten, who served as the at-large member to the Advisory Committee resigned several 
months ago. Staff reviewed past Advisory Committee applicants to see if there might be an 
applicant eligible to serve in the at-large seat. 

In addition to Mr. Tweten, there were five applicants who applied to serve as the “at large” 
appointee. Two of these candidates were appointed to serve on the Advisory Committee to fill 
other stakeholder seats (business and rural residential); one candidate now represents the 
Resource Conservation District; and two candidates lived outside the basin. 

With the recent basin boundary changes, one of the past candidates – Rebecca Ng – now lives 
within the basin. Ms. Ng is a longtime Petaluma resident and the Director of Environmental 
Health Services for the County of Marin (see attached resume). When contacted, Ms. Ng 
confirmed that she continues to be interested in serving on the Advisory Committee. 

Staff Recommendation  
Staff recommends the Board consider appointing Rebecca Ng to the Advisory Committee as the 
at-large community representative. 

Proposed Action 
Appoint Rebecca Ng to the Advisory Committee as the at-large community representative. 
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Fiscal Information 
No fiscal impact. 

Contact  
Ann DuBay, Administrator, 707-524-8378, ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov 
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Rebecca Ng 
SUMMARY: 

• Over 18 years of supervisory experience and management experience
• 36 years, extensive background in all programs of environmental health and

enforcement of local, state, and federal regulations and laws
• Strong communication skills, verbal and written
• Stalwart experience in legislative analysis and writing of local ordinances and state

regulations
• Solid presentation skills
• Demonstrated liaison with all levels of organization
• Finance and budget experience
• Grant application and administration
• Four years as Field Safety Coordinator for department of 160 people
• Coordinate Environmental Health Emergency Response Team

PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
State-wide Office: 

• President, California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health 2014/2015
• President, California Association of Environmental Health Administrators 2015/16

Management/Budget: 
• 18  years as a supervisor or manager of Environmental Health and 11 years of

experience as Senior Environmental Health Specialist, training and supervising staff
• Executive Secretary for the California Environmental Health Association
• Small business owner of Bal’s Presentations
• Private consultant in environmental health issues concentrating in on-site wastewater

treatment and disposal systems
• Personnel and operations management as wine tasting room manager and restaurant

manager including hiring, training, counseling and termination; public relations; cost
controls

• Treasurer, Petaluma High School Library Boosters;  Petaluma Jr High School PTA;
Friends of Cherry Valley School Library

• Organizational skills and experience arranging conferences, symposiums, meetings, and
special events

• Training and networking skills:  CEHA Technical Section Coordinator; Program Chair
for 2002 EH World Congress and for 2009 CEHA Annual Educational Symposium.

Community Presentations on Environmental Health Issues to: 
• International and State-wide symposiums and conferences
• Board of Supervisors
• Community groups (Municipal Advisory Committee, North Bay Association of

Realtors, Land Use Advisory Panel, communities, schools, etc.)
• Peer groups
• Training to solid waste facilities’ personnel

Development of Policies and Procedures and Articles: 
• Co-authored The Alameda County Private Sewage Disposal System Regulations
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• Policies and Procedures currently in practice at Marin County Environmental Health
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Services, Sonoma County Permits and Resource Management Department, Contra
Costa County Programs

• Analyzed and commented on proposed legislation and regulations
• Established organization in five years as CEHA Executive Secretary and
• Five years as editor and board member of the California Journal of Environmental

Health
• Contributing author of California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health

Disaster Manual
• Published articles in Infection Control Today and the California Journal of

Environmental Health
• Published editorials in California Journal of Environmental Journal

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 
2009 – Present  Director of Environmental Health Services, Marin County, San Rafael, CA 
2007 – 2009 Solid Waste Supervisor, Marin County, San Rafael, CA 
2004 – 2007 PRMD Well & Septic Supervisor, Sonoma County, Santa Rosa, CA 
2002 – 2004 PRMD Customer Service Supervisor; Sonoma County, Santa Rosa, CA 
1993 –2009 Private Consultant in Environmental Health issues 
1991 – 2002 Senior Environmental Health Specialist; Contra Costa County, Martinez 
1989 – 1991 Environmental Health Sanitarian; Sonoma County, CA 
1988 – 1993 California Environmental Health Association, Windsor, CA 
1984 – 1990 Environmental Health Specialist; Santa Clara County, San Jose, CA 
1983 – 1984 Assistant Manager, Happi House Teriyaki Restaurants; San Jose, CA 
1980 – 1983 Tasting Room Manager, San Benito Vineyards; San Francisco/Hollister 
1979 – 1980 Environmental Health Sanitarian Trainee; Santa Clara County, San Jose 

EDUCATION: 
1975 A.A., Business
1979 B.S., Microbiology, concentration in Environmental Health

San Jose State University
1994 Integrated Waste Management Certificate

University of California, Davis Extension
1997 Hazardous Material Management Certificate

University of California, Davis Extension
REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATES: 
1980 California Certified Technician in Vector Control 
1980 California Registered Environmental Health Specialist 
1991 First Responders Operations (in compliance with OSHA 1910.120 and NFPA 

472); eight hour refresher courses annually 
1992 Professional and Legal Aspects 

California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training  
1993 Firearms Safety 

California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training 
1994 Landfill Enforcement Officer Certification 

Solid Waste Association of North America 
1997 Design and Operation of Transfer Station Certification 

Solid Waste Association of North America 
2004 Certificate of Supervision, Sonoma County/Santa Rosa Junior College 
2004 Sonoma County Supervisory Academy IV 
2008 Marin County Human Resources Management Academy IV 
2012 Marin County Leadership Academy through Dominican University 
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Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Information Item 

TO: Board of Directors 
FROM: Ann DuBay, Administrator 
SUBJECT: Administrator Report 

Summary: The purpose of this item is to provide updates on any major developments or 
milestones since the last Board Meeting, and any significant upcoming activities. All of the 
items reported are carried out in coordination with Member Agency staff and with other 
Sonoma County Groundwater Sustainability Agencies.  

Background  
September and October activities: 

• Completed and signed Technical Services Support agreement for shallow wells;
• On-boarded new Advisory Committee facilitator;
• With grant administration and technical staff, developing Proposition 68 grant

application;
• Amending current administrative and legal services contracts;
• Worked with outreach staff on Monthly Updates and website updates;
• Planning for the second all-basin workshop on groundwater recharge on December 11

at the City of Santa Rosa’s Utilities Field Office training rooms;
• Participating in Santa Rosa Plain groundwater user registration program meetings,

focusing on database refinements and development of a web-based registration form
(paper forms will also be available);

• With Permit Sonoma and Regional Board staff, planning presentation on cannabis and
water use for November Advisory Committee meeting; and

• Working with technical staff on developing a more efficient tracking system for
stakeholder comments on the Groundwater Sustainability Plan sections.

Upcoming activity highlights: 

• Prepare for upcoming Advisory Committee meetings;
• Continue work with outreach staff, plan manager and member agencies for an autumn

all-basin Recharge Workshop;
• Continue work on groundwater registration program; and
• Planning winter 2020 public workshop on Groundwater Sustainability Plan.
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Staff Recommendation 
Information only.  

Fiscal Information 
None. 

Contact  
Ann DuBay, Administrator, 707-524-8378, ann.dubay@scwa.ca.gov 
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